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August ·21, 1956 
. . . ' ' ~ 

. :• . . ' .. . 
To Richaxd·M •. Mille~t~ Secretary; Maine Board of Accountancy 
Re: · Eu,m!nations by ~ll.rds of Other ~tates. 

We ha,ve ,our requ.est dated August 20th for an ·opinion in .. 
regard' to the right· .of ·.·the· Maine Board of A¢CQuntancy t:Q. deleg~te · 
its authority to:-·_give.:eJmJll~atipit of applicants to. the examining •· 
boarp of :~o~ber .:sta~e·. · · · · · · · · _._ .. · 

· -.. ~tton-.4.:0f ·Chapter ·HO.provides .that ti. ·Board shall. lio:1.i · -·_ .. 
mee·t.ings : for, the examination of-· applicants -f-or -certificates·:,·:: pro• 
vidin.g the mo.de , of· n,o-tic·e ·arid· othe'I'.- particulars. ?here · is no pro• 
viaion in the· statute aut11Prizing the .delegation of authority to 
examine. to another ·State's . examining board, · and in/ the. absence of 
_such legiff li&tiott. it is par opinion that. the Bott.d ia powerl.esa to. 
del._~gat$ its -~rity.· ,· .,.. '.,.· · ·' ·· ·. · · · · · ·· ·. : 

. -~ .ans~r · to_· this inctuiry will a~s.Q· answer yo_ur i~qi.d,ry . in 
regard to . the·. ,cceptance · of part of afr -examination which .·has · been 
given. in another: State.· ~$rally· ·speaking, the legislat:ur.e. ha:s · .: . 
. empQWered your Board to issue(' reci~ocal · -c.ertif:lcat:ea. where the ·. · .. 
a1plic~t has . been ·.examtnad · a.?ld c~rtificated in another ,State. which-. 
1) extends equal privileges to- our acco\m.tants; and 2) has a standltrd 
which i~ the. equivalen.t of o.urs.-·· This applies, ~er .. only where. 
the board in anQther State l\a.$ i$sued a cert;lficate. Under the cir
cumstance.a it woul.,d 1>~ oet·ter· for the. ipplican~ to ·complete- the ·. 
~ti~e. examf.riation :lii AnQther 'State -and then rectueat.· reciprocity . 
. under· -o~:law. -Aga~, .witb()ut ·sp~~-ific: leaislative autho.r~_ty, the ·. 
Board ie without ·autnority tQ accept .a:·partial eumination· .1t1 -
another State· .. 'J.'he. le.gts.lature. has ·seen. !;it to. impo~e · this· specific 
duty ~ this $pec.ific· Bo•rd ·an.d, ·reqaests. it,s jlidgme!nt .on·, the :ap◄ · 
pli~ant ·ra,ther_ than· .the judgment of some 0,ther tn.ird party. · 

Boger A. Putnam 
.Assistant Attorney General 


