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To Maurice Williams, Adnlinistrat1ve Assistant to the Governor 
Re: JUdicial council 

we are returning to you letter of George A. Cowan. sec·retary- · to 
the Judicial council, addressed to Governor Muskie, in wh1ch ·Mr. 
Cowan statea that his travel is heavy and requests that a postage 
and stat1oneey fund be established tor the use of the Judicial .Council. 

. we would advise that two Resolves were .passed at the last session 
of the legislature, affecting the Judicial Council. . . . . . . 

Chapter 77 or the Resolves of 1955·d1rected the council to make 
stud1es ·relat1ve. to domestic relations, a district court system; ·and 
a ·state-w1de ·probat1on and parole system, with the particular request 
that the -council submit leg1s~at1on to the next legislature. 

Chapter 167 of the Resolves of 1955 directed the council to study 
common-law pleading and bills ot exceptions.- $2000. was appropriated 
from ·the ·unappropr1ated surplus ot the general ' fund to the Judicial 
council to carry out the purposes of the Resolve. · 

· Sections 195-197 or Chapter 113 of the Revised Statutes· _of 1954 
r~late to the Judicial Council, its duties and expenses •. Wh1le no 
member· of the council 1s to receive comp~nsation tor h1a services·, 
the Council and members thereof shall be ·a11owed ·out ot ant appro~ 
pr1at1on·made for the purpose such ·expensea for.clerical and other 
services, travel and 1nc1denta.ls as the Governor and oouno1l s~ll 
approve. · 

On checking with the state Controller we tind that no charge has 
ever been made against this fund to· pay· for any expenses, including 
expenses tor travel ot tae members. we woald suggest that you ·draw 
Mr. ·cowan•s· attention to both the· Resolve establishing the·appropr1-
at1on and ·tne general ·law relating to expenses. Normally appropi-ia•.:. 
tions .. granted by the legislature lapse at the end of a fiscal · year·; 
we are of the opinion, however. that ~ so tar as ··the· appropriation 
granted by ·chapter 167 of the Resolves of 1955 contemplated contU.U
ing the work of the council with resulting legislation to·be·presented 
to _the legislature, such account did not lap'3e:"(>n ·J~ly 30~ 1956. but 
shall be carried·forward until such time as ·the purposes or the Act 
are ac·compl1shed, but not beyond the 1956-1957 fiscal year. 

jgt/c 
cc: state controller 

James Glynn ·1rost 
Deputy Attorney General 


