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1 TO Oiear 'walker, Bequire, Bangor 
Re: Importation ot Wines · 

February 14_·~ 1956 7 i,o 

It would appear· trom your letter of February 8-to our mutual 
friend, Glynn Prost, Deputy •ttorney General, and his reply to you 
tba_t the question had been referred to me. · 

You will reoa~l in our conv~rsation that I told 7-ou that aside 
tromtthe .provis~.:ons of our liquor law, R. s .. · Chapter ~l, see. 63, · 
no apirituqus and·· y-µious· liquor can be imported into this· s;a:te 
except. bp the 11&:iri.e state· Liquor ··commission. · 

It was· then and.still 1s my opiniontthat no ·company could 
legally in Maine engage in the·business or·1mport1ng liquor to~ sale 
to the Ilaine state Liquor commission. A corporation could.be · toraed 
under the provisions or Sec. l5·which would have the authority under 
the pr_ev1ously quoted sect.1onaas well as· ·sec 15 to import liquors . 
for bottling or restif'y'iri.g under state. ot Maine manu.faeture:r 1 s 11,.ce_nse. 

In this case a Maine corporation could undoubtedly legally be 
tormed holding· ·a rectif'ier I s· license similar tp that which is now 
held. by Lawrence &:.Oonipany 1n·Lewiston which would be authorized to 
impo~t spirituous·· liquor' in· bulk, . and· reetity the same .. tor :. sale 
under ·their name· and·b'rand< The· same company holds· a _bottler!a 
license ·wb.1ch·a1:1thor1zes 1t·to·1mport wine· 1n bulk tor bottling 
without rect1f'y-1n_g and: sell under its own l)rand name. . 

. . 
I believe this is pretty much the sam~ territory we covered in 

our conversation. 

Hen1"7 Heselton . 
A■sistant Attorney General and 
counsel tor the commission 


