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To John c. Burnham.".Director, Division ot Special Services 
· · · stat~ H1gbway Commission 

Re: Legal Weights 

you have reque'sted my opinion as to whether the 1955 amendment 
to section 98 of Chapter 22 or the Revised statutes refers to the 
mam':lin.um· -legal weight limit ot 50.,000 pounds or the iesser limit ot 
42,080 pounds, which is th~ registered -limit tor the· ~ype ot 
vehicle inTolved . in this case. · 

section 98 covers the problem of permitting vehicles t9 ~bta1n 
permits .f'or '!,laing the · highways when they are otherwise proh1'b1ted-. ·-, 
by law from doing .so. It is an exception to the law, a~d the Highway 
commiss19n 1s given the discretion of making this exception. · 

The 1955 amendment permits· npneumatic tire equipment n to obtain 
special ·permits. ~ey iut 1n the special provision "not exceeding · 
the legal weight limit .• '!'he legislature has chosen tne magio .f'igure 
50,000 pounds as tne legal weight limit- It is _true that there are 
many special _weight 11.Jnits particularly. 1n regard, to reg1s.trat1on·. 
However, this seoti~n is aimed at ·regulating satety on. the highwaya· 
and tl,le regulation or exc_eptions . to the.' general la:w tor the purpose 
ot ca1:91ng tor necessitous· cir_cumstances. ; 

It is 11lY' op1n1ou that the protection· of the highway against 
the excese.1ve weight was in the minds of the legislators, rather 
than the registration requirement. 

They are attempting to permit movement ot the~e vehicles under. 
special c1reumstances, but do not want them to move weights greater 
than the maximum safe amount set by the legislature, which has been 
decreed . to be 50-, OQO pounds. 

LSD/ek 
cc: Mr. Stevens 

Attorc.ey General 

L. Smith Dunnsck 
Assistant Attorney General 


