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~o Governor Edmunds •. Muskie 
Re: Tri~state Authority · 

December 15, -19~5·. 

You are presently raced with the problem of filling vacaneies 
on the abuve-mentioned Authority which was created by dhapter 387, 
PUblic ra,we ot 1951. You have as~ed.the status of this Authority 

we would advise that neither the state or vermorit nor the state 
ot New Hampshire has enacted.the form or Compact enacted by_the state 
of Ma:1ne. In Vermont-the Legislature appointed a committee (Resolu­
tion No. 337. 1951) to 11make further study having to do with the 
Tri-State institutional matters, in cooperation with the other; 1n­
terested·states, ·looking .toward a possible ultimate solution or the 
problems."• The'eommittee was renewed in 1953. N"O action was taken. 
1n·1955. · ·· · 

.chapter 198 of the Laws of New Hampshire, 1953, established-a 
New Hampshire Tri-State Commission with the general duties of ex­
amining s~bstant~ally the same fields wb1ch can be etudied under . 
our law and submitting to the Legislature ~ec0Dm1-endat1ons relative 
to interstate compacts, agreements or uniform laws. 

Thus it would appea~ that the Legislatures of the other Re~ 
England states, which it was contemplated would comprise the Tri,·-· 
State Authority, have not imaeted a Compact suoh as the Legislature 
o~ ·Maine has passed. · ,· · 

Ye cannot find that Congress has ever consented to such compact .• 

we have talked to Dr. Francis Sleeper, a member or· the Committee, 
and have been advised by him that in all probability New Hampsh1r~ 
and Vermont will not 1n the future be a part ·of such a Compact. 

James G. Frost 
Deputy Attorney General 


