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October 24, 1955 

To Frederick o•connell, Chief of the. Division of Veterans' Aff.airs. 
Re: . . Veter_s,n • s Exemp~ion. · 

.> ·. I ·aa1··· ::Lnfor~4- th_at . ·a vete~an ·received a_ property exemption in . 
his town for the year 1951_; : that in: J.~52 _and 1953.he el~cted · to _pay · 
his .taxes . in full; that· in 1954 he aga~ sought art exemption; .that ., . 
in-rio instance ·di.d -'· he · f .111_ ·o_ut .~Y f ·or.m.; that the question is _whether 
his 1951· formal·-applicat~~- excuee:d him from · filing ~ fr~-~h writt.m _: __ _ 
application. in ·1954. . . . . __ , · · . 

. . ' . . . . · ,;·,. . . . .. . 

· ·. ·•_ ... _ -~ :·my .. ·opin:lon .he -~hould: haye .. m,a·de a _ rre_sh appl_icatiori in .1954 :· _ 
for the reason that the . law was rewritten in 1953,· so ·that a -person 
formerly entitled · to· an-exempti~ · might·- not be so entitled ·. after the 
1953 amendment wen~· into effect •.. The · principal change .outde by 1h e 
1953 amendment (Chapter ~91, .-.P. L~ 19~3) :wa_s to req~re that ~he_ 
veteran-be a ·ten-ye&): r .esident. o_f ._ Maine. - ·· · · · · · · · 

. ' ..... ·. ' . .. . ·. ·. · .. 

. . No.thi~g. -~rein. ~OI1~e~il-s ·:the. _·broader ct~stion whet~r • veter411. 
must 1ri. any· event ·make application every ~ar. That question .·seems 

· elearly answered by_ the sta_tute i;taelf ,. µi that the statute requires 
c:,nly. 011$ application an:d one 'filing-'of written prc)of tb4t the veteran 
is entitlec;l to· the exemption_~· .. · ·· · · · ·. · 

It.may-be added .that the :.law has'·no-t simply -' been amended, but, 
rather., has -been: repealed . and re-enacted, both. in. 1953 .a.nd ·tn 1955. 
Certainly, in 1953, ·fresh appli~~ti~ -is requir~d: for. the ·abcwe men
tioned .re.aeon that the r.e~µi,rement resp.cting qualification for ex
empti-Qn was changed by the 1953 statute. · · · 

Boyd L.. Bailey 
Asa.ist~t . .Attorn.ey General 

cc: Hon. Seth Low 


