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October 18, 1955 

To Roland H. Cobb, commissioner of Inland P1sher1es and Game 
Re: Issuance of .Resident Licenses - Town Clerks 

we have your memorandum ot October 17th re1arding the 1sauance 
of ~esident and non~resident hunting and fishing licenses. You refer 
once ~gain to our memorandum ot August 1211h regard1ni the same su'bjec~. 

. . 
. we appreciate that there is a great deal ot d1f't1cul:·ty 1n aseer­

-ta1n1ns whether a person 1s a resident· or a non-resident. . we . cannot .. 
overemphasize the tac·e_ that th1a 1seuit".1s · one ·or f'ace and not one ' of . 
law . and that: 1t· is· :.pract1Qally . 1mposa1'b_le t~ give anyone . a --~eohanioal 
formula tor determinat;ton~ ot the . question ~ The issue of necessity·· •uat 
lie · with·. the sound judgment that ·"i• pl~Qed 1n the town clerks . · by- the 
leg.iilature ~ It th11 1a not the prope·r place to have this determina­
tio~ · ude, then the legislature should be ~o advised. 

we agr•e that under the new law the town olerks are your apnts. 
We do not necessarily· agree that because they are 70-ur agents you 
should do thei~ wo~k or that we should sit 1n tinal Judpent on· ques­
tiona ot tact. AB pointed out 1n our memorandum -above reterred to, · 
the matter -is wtthin the jurisdiction ot the town clerks. Ko right ot 
appeal _1s · etve~ to-· 1;~e OOJDlia~1oner·~ ad,d we woiild say that- the· making 
of town clerks agents or the e~1■a1oner does not give. the · comm1e­
s1oner ~he -power. ot appellate review •. 

once apin, any party acgr1evec1 ·b7 the decision ot a town clerk 
has an adequate legal remedy. 

Prank P. Harding 
Attorney General 


