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october 14, 1955 

To Colonel Robert Marx, Chiet, Haine atate ~lice 
Re:· Reports --~n _Juvenile Del1nq~ents · · · 

Your memo requesting an interpretation of Chapter 120 of 
the Pllbl1c Laws ··or· 1955 baa· 'been reter~d t~i me tor co:psider~~ion . 

. . '. •,· : ': ,. . . ' ' . . . . . · .. 
You .state that Judge .Isaacson i:,f -, the. Lewistor:). MUnic1pal .Court 

has _asked 70u :to_. obtaj.n :_a ruling troa ·.this department · as to-..whetber 
or not · Chapter:··120--requirea all courts , to · report to the· ·state · . · · 
Police .on· tind1nga ·ot · juvenile· del1nqaenoy. · · 
. . .. ... · .. \···. :· ' ... ·. ... ;: ' : ' .. , : . ·• , ' ' , . . .. :· . . . . . . 

This : 21tatute 1a ·. a · direction . to every court and. trial . justi'ce 
in the ·. state~ : in every .. case ·wherein a person · 1s _oonv1.eted of a · 
violation of any cr1Bl1nal· statute, crnd provides ·tha~ auoh court 
and· trial° juatice . ·. . . . · 

•. , ,f: 

11~11 torthw1th tranam1t t ·o t;tle State . B'Ul'eau 
ot- Ident1t1oati'on an a'bstract,duly ··certitied, 
setting forth·· thera1n ·the -- naaea ot tJle ·partiea, 
the ·_nature ·, . .-or _. the .otten■e. , the date. ot hearing, 

.. the :, plea;· 1?.h• · judpent · ~d the re aul t. h_ . ·.- : ·· . . 
· . . . . '. . . . . : . , . . . . . , . 

It 1s .the duty: ot .·the courts and trial justices to interpret 
t~r themselves :those s.tatutes ·which relate directly to·: their . be~· 

.havtor· Qr .·act1v1t1ea·, and such 1nterpretattoz,; ·w1ll stand unless a 
higher· court f1nda that the iriterpJ-etat1ori · 1s erroneo~a. Th'ia ·· · 
·ottioe, ·by · statute, a4v1sea and sives · opinions: to ··the Gove·rnor and 
coun<'il ·,. the ··rcuspect1ve 'branches of the 1~g1a1ature ;- and to de-· 
partment _heads on questions of law which attect · them. The division 
ot. gove"1Jlient as detined 1n our. constitution·would see• clearly 
to prohib1t ·thi·s otfice trom expressing · an opinion which would . 
purport tQ. guide the various courts~ we·, · theretore·; reluotantl7 
advise that in .the preae~t instance, and in compliance with the 
oonst1tut1on~ we may _not 1asue an opinion on the· question pro
pounded. 

James Glynn !Prost 
,Deputy Attorney General 


