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October 14, 1955

To Colonel Robert Marx, Chief, Maine State Police
Re: Reports on Juvenlle Delinquents'

Your memo requesting an 1nterpretation of Chapter 120 of
the Publie Lawe of 1955 has been referred to me for copsideration.

You etate that Judge Isaacson of :the Lewiston Municipal Court
has asked you . ‘to obtain:a ruling from -this department as to whether
or not. Chapter 120 requires all courts  to report to the state :
Poliee on findings or Juwenile delinqueney.

This atatute 15 a- direction to every court and trial Juetice
in the State, in every  case wherein a person is comviected of a
violation of any eriminal statute and provides that guch court
and trial Justice

“shall forthwith transmit to the State. Bureau
of Identification an abstract,duly certified,
setting forth therein the names of the partiee,
the nature. of the offense, the date of hearing,
'the plea the Judgment and the relult .

It is the duty or the courts and trial Jueticee to 1nterpret
for themselves those statutes which relate directly to their be-
havior or activities, and such interpretation will stand unless a
higher court finds that the interpretatlon 1s erronecus. This'
office, by statute, advises and gives opinions  to the Governor and
CQuneil the’ reepeative branches of the legislature; &and to de-
partment heads on gquestions of law which affect’ them The diviasion
of govermment as defined in our Constitution would seem clearly
to prohibit this office from expressing an opinion which would .
purport to gulde the various courts. Wé, therefore, reluctantly
advise that in the present instance, and in complience with the
cOnegigutien, we may not issue an opinion on the question pro-
pounde

Jameg @Glynn Frost
Deputy Attorney General



