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J.upst 26, 1955 

·To Ge.orp B. ·walker' Member' state Hich,way CoJDJniss:ton 
~e: snow Removal 

••. section 55 of Chapter ·89 ot the Revised statutes of 1954 
contains the law that applies to your problem. Althoup Secti_on .35 
referred .to .:· therein ind.1eatea you mipt be able to act on 7our own 
mc:rtiori\ 11." would seem tbat you weuld require a pet:1,t1on . . Of course, 
-th1s·would require olosinc or d1acont1nu1nc the·road. 

'' . ·. 

· The · statutes say that ·orpnized plaxitations have the Ballle powers 
and_._duties :as tawns··.1n regard· to road•·· Howe:ver, thel:'e are .. 1pec,1al . 
provisions 1n·· sect1on ··65 of Chapter 89 as . to . the procedure. 1nclq.d1nc 
the. assessment for the upkeep . on the _abutt1nc· owi::ier. It would . a~pea_r 
that sinee the.abutting, ownera ·have te pay the. coats and .de no.t · use 
the roaaa .they mipt not object:. to your failure to re.aove the· snow.· 
It ·:ts- true that 1n Obapte~ 96, Seot1on 70, towns ,,:re ~eld liable 
tor ·. the· nemoval ot snow . to the extent that · if' persons are .. d.amapd 
in their business or properti · they ·can °l'"ecover. From the taotEi" a.s 
you ·s1ve them, 1~·would appear that ·n• one could make much headway 
on· such ·an·.··act1on. ·The·refore, althoush I · oannot clef'1n1tely say that 
there .are p.rGv_1a1on.a .1n· the ·statutes· that lepliy pel"llit you . to· 
oloae· r~acia _. tor· dnow : removal' purposes only~ it ; does seem to ile . · 
that · in· this . instance you· would. · not-:: come to any grief' · 1t· you •1d ao. 

:· .. ••' ' ' . . . . . : . . 

Of' course, it abutters are now payins a tax·aad wante• to get 
to · tae1r property- tor tb.e · purpose ot remvviq wood.·, · 7eu would 
probably be compelled to keep the road open. 

L. Smith l)Unriack 
Assfatant Att"rney Gemeral 

LSD!ek 


