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August 18, 1955 4

o Honorable Edmund S, Muskie, Guwernor of Maine
RefaTepnre1of,orrioa

Economic Advisory Board. Four members of thils seven-member
board_are ., under the previsiocns of Section 129 of Chapter 23 of
the R.vised Statutes of 1954, appointed by and serve at the
pleasfire of the Governor with the advice and consent of the
Council. Whereas the tenure of office of these members is not
specifically stated in this chapter, you ask how long they
remain in office. |

Seection 5 of Chapter 11 of the Revised Statutes of 1954 provides:

-M411 eivil officers, appolnted by the governor
and couneill, whose tenuse of office is not fixed
by law or limited by the constitution, otherwise
than during the pleasure of the governor and coun-
eil. . . shall hold their respective offices for
I years and no longer, unless reappointed, and
shall be subje¢t to removal at any time within
sald term by the governor and council." ‘

This statute, Section 5, applies to members of the Economle
Advisory Board appointed by the Gevernor with the advice and con-
gent of the Council., They hold office.for U4 years unless sooner
removed, &8 provided aferesald. We would point out that such offl-
cers 'do not-kheld over until their successors are appointed and
qualified.

- Soll Conservation Commlittee. Chapter 321 of the Publlic Laws of
1955 amends the stacute which defines the membership of the Soil
Conservation Committee and deals with twe classes of members, those
who serve ex officio as a result eof their holding particular effices
and those who are appointed by the Governor with the adviee and
consent of the Ceuncil.

With respect to those officers who are ex officlio members of the
commitiee, those presently in office will no longer serve after the
19th day of August, 1955'/%%%6 tgg tenure of office of the Director
of the State Agricultural/38r928¢°EBnd the Director of the State agri-
cultural Experiment Station will terminate on August 19, 1955, and the
Dean of .the College of Agriculture and the State Cemmissioner of Agri-
culture will respectively begin thelr terms on August 20, 1955. = .

Those members who are appointed by the Governor with the advice
and consent of the Council, will remain in office until such time as
thelr current terms of office expire. The 1955 amendment merely
designates those bodles which will submit names, from which names
the Governor and Councll will select members, and such submission
of names wlll be presented at the expiration of the terms of those
presently in office. . . '

James @Glynn Frest
Deputy Attorney General s
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