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AUC\1Bt 18 ·, 1955 

To Plo74 HUte, · Pre.as ·seoretaJ;T to. the ··_Governor 
Re: Rel11ion ·in the Sehools · . ·. , · .. . . , • .,. . . . 

. .' . . ' 

In re.sponae to yc.ur reque,st with recard. to Conat1tut1onal pro-· 
vfsions ·wn,ioh may relate to·-reilipon, we herewith· quote i.rtiole I,· 
Section 3 ,ot · the ·- ·Ma.ine Constitution, whieh is the only section in 
the· Conat1tut1ori relatin1 to relisi-on: . . ~- . . . . .. . . . . ' ' . . .. 

''All men have a natural ad4 unalienable ristit to 
worship Almighty God aecora1n1· to ·the .dictates ot 
their · own· eensc1enoes~ · and. no one shall be hul!'t, 
molested.:" or . restrained. 1n his pe'rson, 11~el"ty ··or 
·eatate · tor _· worshipping God.·_ ·in, the ··manner. and ' season 
·most acreeable · .to _th.a , dictate:S. of _ his.· own•: conscience, 
nor for his 'rel1&ious ·prof'essiona -or -sent1menta, 
provided he . does not .d.ieturb· ·the public peace~ nor 
obsiruct .others · 1n their-relisioua-: worship; ... and all 

. persons d.emeanin1:·themselves· peaceably-·~- ·as cooa . . 
•embers of the state ;'.' shall : be-:·equally under· the 
proteet1on ot the . laws,.· . and no e~bord1nat1on ner 

. pre·terenoe ot . an'y one eec t · ·or denomination tc,: another 
sha11 ·.ever bei establ1•bed· 'by law·/:nor·: shall .ari;y' 
rel1c1ous test be· required as a· .qual1t1eat1on. ter 
any . office or trust, under th1a : state; :. and. all·. ,re "'." 
·lic1o•s .·sG>c1et1es. 1n this state, whe.ther incorporate 
or unincorporate ,.· ahall. at all . times have . the ex:.. · 
elusive r1&ht ot electins their publtc ·teachers, and 
C$ntractina; with them·· tor their au:pport and. main.;. 
te~oe. n ' '' ' . ' '; 

we also quote Section 145 or Cha»ter 41, R. s. 1954: 

"see. ~45. Rea•1nsa trom.aeripture~ in publ1c·achoola; 
n<J s.ectarian ~OJment · G>r teachins . . TP . insure P"9ater· 
security· 1n the faith or eur fathers, to inculcate 
into the lives ot the riain& cerieration the spiritual 
values necessary- to the we11...:-beinc ot ·. our and future 
c_iv111zations, to ·develop thoae hi&h · moral and rel1•· 
cious· prinoiplea essential to human happiness, to ·maka 
available to the youth ot our land .. the book whioh has 
been· the inspiration of the- ,reatest masterpieces ·r,t 
_J.,iterature, art. and music, and ·which has been··_the · 
strensth of the creat men .and women .ot . the 'Christ1an 
era, ·_there shall · be, in all the public schools of the 
state, daily or at s'blta'ble intervals, readings trom 
the ·~cripturea wit~ speoial emphasis upon the Ten Com­
ma.ndmenta. the Psalms · ot David, the Preverba ot Solomon, 
the· Sermon on the Mount and ·the Lora's prayer. It is . 
provided further, that there shall be no denominational 
or sectarian comment or teacbine and ·each student shall 
&ive respectf'ul attention but shall be tree_ 1n his J)lfD 
torms ot. worship." 

James Glynn Frost 
Deputy Attorney General 


