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‘. o-l;rt {:’
August 18, 1955 '

To Floyd Nute, Press Seoretary to the'@overnor
_Re: Re;isign;in thq theols“

" In response to yeur request with regard to Constitutional pro-
visions which may relate to religion, we herewith quote Article I,
Seetion 3,0f the Maine Constitution, which 1s the only sec¢tion in
the constitution relating to relizion-

"g11 men have 8 natural arid unalienable right to
worshlp Almighty God according te the dictates of
their own censclences, and no one shall be hurt,
molested or reatrained in his person, liberty or
‘estate for worshipping Ged in the ‘manner and season
most agreeable to the dictates of ‘his own’ conscience,
nor for his religious professions or -sentiments,

rovided he does not dlsturb the publie peace, nor

obstruct others in their religlous: worship;- and all

.persons demeaning themselves peaceably, as good

members of the state, shall: be equally under the
protection of the laws, and no subordination ner

preference of any one sect or denomination to another

shall ever be established by law, nor shall any
religious test be required as a qualirieation for
any office or trust, under this: state;: and all re-

‘1lgious societiles 1n this state, whether incorporate

or unineorporate, shall at all times have the ex-
clusive right of eleeting their public teachers, and
eentraeting with them for their support and main-
tenance . ™

We also quote Section 145 of Chapter 41, R, 8. 1954

jgt/e

"See. 145. Readings from seriptures in public schools;
ne sectarian ecomment or teaching.. Tp. insure greater
security in the faith ef our fathers, to inculeate
into the lives of the rising zeneration the spiritual
values necessary to the well--being of our and future
eivilizations, to develop those high moral and reli-
glious principles essentlal to human happiness, to make
available to the youth of eour land the book which has
been the inspiration of the greatest masterpleces ‘of

literature, art and music, and whieh has been the

strength of the great men and women of the Christian
era, there shall be, in a2ll the public schools of the
state daily or at st&table intervals, readings from
the seriptures with special emphasis upon the Ten Com-
mandments, the Psalms of David, the Proverbs éf Solomon,
the Sermon on the Mount and the Lord's prayer. It 1s
provided further, that there shall be no denominational
or sectarian comment or teaching and each student shall
give respectful attention but shall be free in his pwn
forms of worship." _

James Glynn Frost

Deputy Attorney @eneral



