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I •• 

J~ly 21, 1955 

To-Harlan H. Harris,-· s~ate controller 
Re: salary. of Clerk of the Hc;,use . 

.. 

.. You have asked us for an interpretation or the p~ov1sions of 
~eotion 5, Chapter 482, PUblic Laws 1955. 

The section referred to defines the salaries and duties of :the 
clerk and Assistant c1e·rk of the· House. _With respect to the salary 
of the c~erk,· the_ pertinent portion reads as follows: 

"He shall receive a sa ~ry of $5,000 for the 
year 1n· which the Legislature 1s in regular 
session and.a salary of $1~000 for the· year 
1n-wh1eh the Legislature 1s not in regular 
session. n 

Relative t·o the ab·ove-quoted section or the. law, yo,:i ask if' the 
pre sent Clerk of the House , who _has a.lready been paid · $1f., 500, is 
eligibl_e to ·be- paid $500 for the remainder of the calendar year • 

.. 1'&.are of.the opinion that the Cletrk of the House, in receiving 
_$4, 5_00-, · has ,not been com:pletely reimbursed for his year's service, 
and is entitled to another $500 tor servioes rendere.d during the 
remainder ot_the present cal~n~ar year. 

· The hhapter with which we are concerned, Chapter 482, PUbl1e 
Laws 1955, is in the ,ordinaey. form, not being emergency legislation, 
and as a result·becomes effective the .middle of August in the ~ear 
1955. The Clerk, of course, is still 1n office and.other portions 
of' Secti_on 5 impose upon him many duties including interim custody 
or all the 1eg1slat1ve property and material and.the arranging tor 
necessary supplies, service and equipment for incoming sessions ot 
the Legislature. The nature ot the Clerk's continuing employment 
throughout the remainder of the year compels us to the conclusion 
that it is the intent or the Legislature that he receive during the 
present calendar year the: sum or $5,000, the same being in full 
compensation for his service.a. 

Frank F. Harding 
Attorney General 


