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To cha~les .o. spear, Jr., Chairman·, :aoard ot. county CoDDD1ss1oners, 
Cumberland county 

.lfe hav~ your inquiry regarding .the pa}'llent or interpreter 1 s 
f'eea 1n interviewing one Kenneth Morriso~. coDJJDitted to the Augusta 
state· Ho1p1ta1· tor. observation on order of' the SU:per1or ·court under 
provis~ons of section ~18 of Chapter 27, R. s. 1954 • 

. . . · 

It appears _that Jlllorrison was a deatmute an_d that interpreters 
were . neoes11art· 1n order · to· ass1.at the doctors · in-arriving , at . ~heir 
ooricluaiona aa· to his. mental· conc11t1on· at the 'tiJDe ·or the OODUlliBsion 
of' the crime • . !he ca■e· is a,n. unusual . _one · arid therefore the expense 
is .unusual. Queat1on ·1s whether it shall be borne by the state .Hoa-: 
pital or by _the county. 

,., ' ' ·, ' 

.There · is no statute covering this situation. 0erta1n oba~rva~ 
tions may be drawn, .however, ·rrom. past experience in th·e operations 
or· seotioa 118. Tbe -tirat is that no .charge is made to the county 
tor ·baa.rd, rooBLor m.ed1oal. services to ·any-_ person oom111tted .to a .. 
state ·Hospital tor G>bservation. ·.The legi11latiYe purpoae·, as we ieE! · 
it, .was to prov14e· to the ·: court, the· pi-oaeou.tion and :the· respondent,· 
tree ot charge, the tac111t1ea and··:the . experts reta;tned b7 the · state 
1n their. normal course or conduct 1n ·c~1ng tor the· me~tally ·ill. '111• 
tao111t1ea atld· services ·thus made·· availal)le. are· those that are nor.- · ·· 
mal-ly . availal)le tor the· d.1agnoaia and treatm.ent ot. m.en'bal . 111ne·sa. . · 
we ·do not .. :feel that extra . oharpe ·for .. · proteasiona.1: service a · 1n· 'lin~ 
·usual cases were to be · borne by- ·_the. St$te.-· Hosp1tal. we· feel that this 
1s· too mu.cb·:;to ask where, in the·. enforce•ent pf .the crillinal law, · 
tb.e trial' ·.·ot· oriillinal' oases and.: other 1nc1dentala thoreto the County 
1a charged·w1tb the d~ty of .paying the exP"na,s. Nor is the bur4en ot 
unusuai· expen~ too heavy to cast ·upon th~ County. In this case the · 
f'ee)~ a~em more than reaao~ble:.;. · th1_rtee~ hours of 1nterp~etation tor 
$65.0_0 aod travel.expenses of' $9.10, making the total $74.10. 'l'h• 
treasurer~ the Augusta .state ·aospital tells me that thia 1s the 
tirst time in.· h1a . 23 years···ot. experience in tha_t 1nilt1tut1on that 
such a aervioe .has b&en necessa iy and such a eharge made. t.Jnde'l' all 
the circumstances, we teal that the Co't:Ulty s~ould pay. 

Roger A. Putnam 
~•s1stant Attorney General 


