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June 28, LY55

(Letter to a complainant) | TN faom
Re: Legal Liability, highway‘acgidgnts du:ing;hignway\cqnstructianuz

.. » « Although the statutes are not clear on the point, the
State has established the policy of accepting liability for acei-
dents that are caused by negligence of our maintenance crews.
However, this negligence must Ee,cIear anid established before we
can accept liability.’ =

The State does not :accept responsibility for -maintaining the
highway at all times free trom loose rocks. Rocks are cast intoe .
the way by trucks that take to the shoulders of the highway and .
frequently rocks fall irom trucks. In‘ additlon, rocks are of neces-
ity put into the road temporarily bz;machines that work. This .-
latter case occasgions the need'tor the signs that are placed while
work 1§ being dome. - S

We have received an Investigation réport of your complaint,
‘which indicates that the rocks in this case must have been thrown
out from the ghoulder by a passing truck, In addition, this was
was posted on account of the work. In view of the evidence at :
present presented, I wouid not be justified in sccepting liability
on the part ot.the State, : ' ' - A Eoee T

+ .1 regret that' we cannot compensate everyone who receives in-

Jjuries on- the highway and hope you realize'tﬁat the muktiplicity
of these small claimg that arise would c¢ost the State thousandsa
‘ot dolLliarsg, We have no guthority to help out hard luck cases
without legislative sanection., . .

L. Smith Dunnack
Assistant Attorney General

LSD/ek



