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May 13, 1955 

To .John N. Levine, Officer-in-~gel· Maine·-Task .. Force~ Federal 
Civil Defense .Adm nistration .· . . : . . 

'· 
. •' 

•• ·'.·.-In · rela.ti~~ tir~icane .disaster applications yQu 
. inqui're · as· to· the statua. of : the ·· following · .bodi,s :' Village Corpora
tion . (Ogunquit),·· Caribou. Utilities · District. and Prentis$ ·. Plantation .• · 
With re.spect .. to _these bodies_:. you •_inquire if they are 111:strument-alities 
of the. State, 1:e. ~ .some form of JD.uni.cipal gO'V'erninent·· or whether they 
ar~. private·'.org·anizationa.~ : · · · · · · · · 

··:_ -:· .. · :·;tilage· .. .-c~~~~rati~s a~-- -~ea1ly· conraide:red in our .State t~ be 
a form ·of municiiality.· Po2; · instanc~.,- the chart_~r pf . the o,unquft 
Village Corporat on grants to them t:ne r1ght _to -maintain a _fire ~
partment, streets, sewers, .police~ schools_,.·-to :lay_out ways.;·. etc. 
Our court; in _the caae of Paul v. Huse 112_ Maiue 449,·. declared ·a 
village corporation• tQ' be a munlcipai!ty and.· that .such .. corpor~t:ton, 
being granted the power_· to ·c-reate: a · debt, has the· right. t~ •ssess · 
taxes to pay th~ -debt,·.- _Normally;_ a village cqrpcn:a~ion is a small• . 
compS£:t are.a of ·_a larger llllmicipality which can, by virtue ·of its ·. 
ge.ographical location, . be i~olat.~d _fro01 the remain.as~- of the· muni
cip.ality. · ~d therebI obt_ain great-er benefits fc:,-r: . its citizens · 
becau~e of. its- pecu iar _location~ · · · · · 

' . ·. -Th~ C&J;ib~u-. Ut:Liitiea il)istrict waa :create·d _by ' an .Act of .the 
.JAgislat~e, · Chapter 64 of the Private and Special 'Laws of 1941. 
It is a body._ politic·· artd:corporate. : .Its -t~t;ees are_ elected by .. . 
the· town . council-, . and . the Legialat~e . expres.s,ly · declared ·the DifJ• 
tri_ct tc:) be a _·quasi-l!SUni~ipal corporat:i0r1.. · It ·i• not private_ly · .• 
Qwned. · · · · · · · 

Pren_tisEJ, Pl.ilqt:ation .i:s ~ instrume:nts.lity of ti¥? ·State.- Under 
the provisions of .Chapte~ 1, ·section 3 ~£ ·the Revised Statu~es of 
1954, the · state .of Ma.1ne is. 4ivided .1,nto counties,· · districts, totirl'la, 
plantation, ·· and. unorganized territories. Prenti~·s. has · be~n _at one . 
time or.· another an unorganized territ,qry and an ·organized town :and 
is presently a p,lant:=a~ion·. · · · · · · · 

· We would suggest, if you require further and . more specific 
detail~ as _to the ~bove categories of 1n.strumentalities of the 
State, that you req~st fyom. each a ·cr;,py of_ its · charter. 1'ike. 
regular municipa.lities•, ~uch corpora~ion•· could .exercise only those 
powers . which .are specific.ally granted tQ them or necessarily ·. implied. . . ' . 

jgf/c 

~ames Glyrtn Frost 
Deputy Attorney General 


