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·January 24, 1955 

To Honorable Edmunds.· Muskie, Governor of. Maine 
Re: Authority of . the Governor ~t Maine .to· designate a state ageney 

· ·. _to _negotiate with:· the Secretary. ot Heal th, Education, and Welf'are 
1n _contemplation _ot-. an · agreement to be entered into between the 
state· and the. Secretary, whereby the state through its agency 
wo1,1ld make determ.1riat1_ons ot disability. 

Atter a contere·rice held. 1n your· ottice on January 24th, we 
conf'erred .· at length w1.th ·;the ·- attorney representing the li'ederal 
Government, Dr. :Espy, commissioner of' Education, and other repre­
sentati•es ot both State and .Fede~al Govei,unen~s. 

It 1s our opinion that you may designate the agency to carry on 
such negotiations~ · · 

It 1s our opinion that such designation has no ef'tect llllless · .the 
agency so designated !)as authority _:to execute tb.e agreement in ques­
tion. The ted~ral repre•enta~ive ~ecognizes thi1 tact, realizing 
that such designation is ot an administrative nature· only, and . it 
is planned that a prope~ bill will be p~esente~ to the legiala~ure, 
authorizing the state agency ._ to . exe()ute · the agreement and to comply 
with· its ·terms. · ·· .. · 

We t'eel that the function ot the determination o·t disability is 
sODLething distinct from the powers now contained in the -Department 
ot Education and not eonta1ned within the terms ot the Vooat1onal 
':['raining Program which the department now administers, and that 
enabling legislation would ~e necessary. 

jgt/c 

James Glynn ~rost 
Deputy Attorney General 


