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June 8, 1953 

To Marion Mart1n,Oomm1111oner of Labor and Industry 
Re: "Attendant" 

'l'hia oft1ce-has been asked tor an interpretation or Section 17-A 
of Chapter 25 ot the Revised·Statutea, as amended: 

"Ro minor under 16 years of •se shall be 
·employed, permitted or suffered to work in, 
about or in eo~t1on w1 th. any • • • com--~ 
meroial place o sement ••.• in any- theatre 
or moving· pict e house as -usher or attendant. • • 

You state that your present problem. 11 with respect to minor■ 
who work selling icecream, ·candy- and popcorn at drive-in theatre, 
and in the toyers·ot moving p1oture houses. You state that it is 
your understanding that tae drive-ins will be covered under c01DDer­
oial places ot amueement and that _it would seem to you, reading the 
section as a whole, that ·such employees and conceas1onna1res would . 
be oovered by this law, and that no one under 16 should be employed, 
permitted or suf'tered to work in or about such drive-in theatres. · 
You turther ask it the attendants working in the foyers or moving 
picture houses-would be 1noluded under the prohibitions ot this sec-
tion. · · 

• 
Reading Section 17-A, we believe_ that the proh1b1t1on with re-

spect to theatres would read·a• tollows: 

"No minor under 16 years ot age shall be 
employed ••• in any theatre or moving picture 
house as ullher or atMindant or in. or about a · 

[projection booth." 

The legal det1n1t1on ot "attendant" is here quoted: 110ne who 
owes 2',, duty or service to another or 1n some sort depends upon him." 
Bouv1e~s Law Dictionary. 

It 1a our opinion that, special reterence having bee~de to 
theatres, the prohibition running against employment as usher or at­
tendant at such theatre would not come within the det1nit1on otex>maJ.er­
cial place ot amusement and that- therefore the.11111tat1on aga1net the 
employment of minors under 16 years ot age, relative to employment 1n 
theatres, 11 limited to usher or attendant and to employment 1n the 
projection booth. 

The 12',,st clause 1n Section 17-A relative to employment in or 
about a moving picture house as usher or .attendant remains unchanged, 
and the amendment including commercial places ot amusement does not 
in any-way attect the prior opinions ot this ottica relative to the 
definition ot the word stattendant" as we understand the meaning or 
that woriad. · 

James Glynn Frost 
Deputy Attorney _Genera; 


