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Oftice memo. 

Re: ·Advertising in THE .MAINE TRAIL 

I !\ave examined Sectipn 17 of .Chapter -122 pf the Revised 
.St.atutes ot .1944. It· seems to me ·t~ question raised is -whether 
·or nQt a per$on holding a place of trust -in the State . Hi-ghway 
.Department :ts pecun:iarily int~rested indirectly in t1'e con~act 
£or space p~rchased in THE. MAtNE· m,An.. 

Obv.:l.00:$.ly! .the penalty provision qpes ii.qt applx, since the:t:e 
·are no gratuit es, etc. the question remaining is, Is ·the contract 
void?~ Since State -off~cials receive no money from nm.~ TRAIL, 
·l .hav~ difficulty in ae.eing how they can be · pecuniarily intere·sted • 

. Thia sec-tion was enacted t~ prevent .cut ... backs and bther ae:cr.et 
pocket:•lining. The connecti-c>,n oft~ ·members of .the Highway:Depart• 
ment with_tbi.s magazine and the Assqciatio~ is solely lor -th~ purpose 
of . carrying .out ·tbe pr0Vis1Qns .of . J.aw in regard .to t~ ·tmprove•nt 
ot .the ·state b,;Lgh:way 4ystem • . In nc:r way do the individual ~mhet:s . 
o~tain any money. benef1t. The space ut·iliz:ed in the ··mqaa·ii\e · ta .the 
·cheapest ·and most efficacious meth(>d Qf :maintaining .public r.elat-i~a 
between •.the Department and the •citizens who -are intere·sted in th~ 
road prqblems •. ·It would .definit:ely be proper fQi:: ·the J)epa:rtment to 
maintain ·a bulletin to a¢hieve t~ ·same pU:t'pQse that is achieved 
by obtain1.ng space in -this magazine. • · 

· I am .somewhat a(: ·a loss to '2nderstand why such a complaint 
-could arise. 

LSD:w 
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L. Smith Dmmack 
·Assistant Att~fflley General 


