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fpril 15, 1953

To Paul A, MacDonald, D eputy Secretary of State
Re: Legal Loads of Trucks

We have your memo of April 8, 1953, and the attached letter
frop Raymond S. Oekes, Esquire, in which memo you request answers
to questions concerning the interpretation of section 100 of Chap-
ter 19 of the Revised Statutes, as amended, which statute deals
with the load in pounds that may be carried by a group of axles
on ecommercial vehlcles. ‘

. 'The pertinent portions of the statute which are sne t o be
considered read as follows:

". + « No vehicle having 2 gxles shall be
80 operated, or caused to he operated, when
the ﬁress welght edeeeds 32,000 pounds, _

No group of axles shall carry a load in
pounds in excess of the value given in the
following table corresponding to the distance
in feet between the extreme axles of the group,
measure longitudinally to the nearest foot:

"Distance in feet between Maximm load in pounds
the extremes of any ecarried on any group
group of axles of axles

J.], to 7, in°1u51ve. ® 8 ® e @ 32,000‘“‘
17 * ® & & & 8 @ ¢« ® & ¢ @ @ L].l » 160’“’
27 and over e @ e & o o @& @ 50, 000

provided, hoeweber, that no vehicle shell have
a gross welght Imparted to eny read surface
of more than 22,000 pounds on any one axle,
and no vehicle having two or more axlea less
than 10 feet apart shall be operated, or caused
te be operated, with more than 15,000 pounds
imparted to the rosd surface from either axle;
provided further, that no vehlele shall be so
operated, or caused to be operated, when the
load imparted to the road surface is greater
than 600 pounds per inch width of tire (menu-
factuper's rating); « « o

The definition of the term "group eof axles™ will bs helpful
in considering_the problems presented to us in your questions,

"Group of &xles" means those axles which are contiguous and
segregated by rsason of their use. In the instant ecase, the ex-
treme axles of the group would be the first axle or wheel and the
rear axle or wheel of the tandem axles of wheels. These are the



extreme axles of the group. See State v. Balslév, 48 N. w, 24, 287,

Question #1. "Under Section 100 is the expression 'distance
in feet between the extremes of any group of axles' to be inter-
preted as to the extreme from the front axle to the rear axle or,
in a three axle job, as bwteen the front axle and the middle axle
or between the mliddle axle and the rear axle?"

Answer, In the tnstand case, where a three-axle vehicle is
concernsd, the expression "distance in feet between the extremes
of any group of exlea" 1s to be interpreted as the sxtreme from
the front axle to the rear axle - and not as between the front
axie and the middle axle or between the middle axle snd the rear
&xle.

Question #2, "If a three axle job 1s reglstered f or 50,000
pounds, may it carry 22,000 pounds én eny one axle so long as the
eggregate does not exceed 50,000 pounds, assuming the tire width
is sufficient to qualify?”

Answer. If mximx the middle and rear axles are less thsn 10
feet apart, then the gross weight to be imparted to. elther of those
axles could not exceed 16,000 pounds. See above underlined portion
of the law quoted, in whieh case the front axle only could carry
22,000 pounds, 1f between that axle and the middle axle there was
a dlstance of 10 feet,

Question #3, "If & three axle truck is 17 feet from f ront
axle to rear axle and is registered for, say, 46,000, 118,000 or
50,000 pounds, may 1t carry a load mecordin to the reglstration
80 long as the maximm does not exeeed the 50,000 pounds, no more
then 22,000 pounds 1s on any one axle and the tire width qualifies?"

Answer, Over-registration gives no more right than over-
insurance, . three-axle truck having a distance of 17 feet from
the front axle to the rear exle, being registered for L6,000, -
48,000 or 50,000 pounds, may not carry a load according teo the
registration, as such truck is limited to carrying a load not to
exceed }1,160.pounds. See statute above quoted.

- Question #h. "If so (perhaps repeating) 1s there any limit
to the welght on any axle or combination of exles except the
22,000 per axle and the 50,000 pounds over all, assuming forward
and rear axles are not ¥less than 10 feet epart! aend the tire
width is sufficient to qualify?"

In answer to Question #§§ we would refer you to the answer
given to Question #2 and would also r efer you to the firstsen-
tence of the sbove quoted section of the law.

£lexander A. LaFleur
Attorney General
jef/e  (Slightly altered to obviate reference to a diagram which

will be found in the file.)



