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March 12, 19S3 

!o Honorable Burton M. Cross, Governor of Maine 
Re: Appointment of the Chie·t J'uatice -

r 

Tb.is office has been asked for an opinion as to the method 
in Which the Chie.t Justice ot the Supreme Judicial Court is 
chosen. 

The Supl'eme Judicial Court is composed, not of six Assooiatea·, 
one of whom shall be Chief,.but rather or a Chief Justice and_five 
Associates. Th.is would indicate· that the Chief Justice should be 
nominated by·the Gove~nor and appointed with the advice and con­
sent ot the Exeeutive Oounefl • 

. An exam!n!!ltion or the records or"· the Secretacy of State shows 
that this is in fact the method which'ha.s been used fn the past. 

·The late Harold H. Murchie had not completed his tel'M of Associate 
Justice when the position of Chief Justice had to be.filled because 
or the· vaca.ney · occasioned by the. resignation. of the late Chief . 
Justice Sturgis. Mr. Mul'chie was then nominated Chief Justice md 
a~pointed -s such with the advice and consent of the Colll'lcil for 
a seven-year term. 

'We believe th.at this is the proper method in seleotlng a· 
Chief Justice. 

jgt/c. 

Alexander A. LaFleur 
Attorney General 


