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September 22, 1952 

To J.M. Trefethen, State Geologist 
Re: Entering on Private Property 

• •• I submit, as a starting point ot discussion, a clause 
relative _to the State's obligation in. a certain.contract or agree
ment to be entered into with the Sulfide Mining Co. , • 

"The State of Maine through its authorized agent• 
will undertake to obtain tr.Qm the various owhera ot 
property that this survey ~Y wish to observe, per
mission to enter upo~ their property tor tb.e express 
purpose~• but 1n obtaining this permission· the S_tate 
ot ~a1n oes not obligate 1 t _self' to pay tor any 
dam.ages. bat might. ·be assessed .against it tor auch 
entry and the Sultide Mining Co. &gl'ees to pay tor 
any such damages arising out of' any ent:ry tor the 
purpose of this survey, which may be assessed against 
this jQint ven~re.w · 

I know of ne legislation allowing the state to enter propert,' 
to make instrumental surveys, and even it there were such a statute 
one could not use tt tor any other purpose than to make such. instru
mental_ survey. 'lhe same rule would apply to the right ot the state 
to enter for aasesament ot property value ••• 

Roger A. Putnam 
Assistant Attorney General 
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