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June.18, 1952 

To John F. Wood, Clerk, Running Horse Racing C0mm!aaion 
Re: "Day-time" 

••• There a.re many definitions ot 11day time". ·ni.e statute 
provides that words and phrases shall be construed according to 
the common meaning or the language. The intention of the legisla-
tion is to be ascertained ·accordingly. ·. 

In reaent times laws have been enactec:l in restr1ot1on of night 
hunting and in the requirement or lights on motor vehicles to be 
used at night. In the19e .cases the le.gislatUl"e prohibited the hunt­
ing of Wild animals from one-half hour arter sunset until one-halt 
hour before sunrise on the following day and ~s~d the same time tor 
requiring lighta on.moter vehicles. These appeaP to be the most· 
prominent oocasions on which the legislature haa acted in the use 
o~ the tem "day-time" in.legislation. 

The racing law i"s. restrictive and should .properly have inter­
pretation restri.oting it aa far aa was intended by the lefislature. 
In view of· the recent use bJ" the legislature ot the term· day-time", 
extended to include and. not exceed the period of one-half hour 
before_s'lllll'ise .and one~half hour atter aun~et, it. is reasonably· 
apparent t~at such waa the_ intention concerning the Act in question. 

2he.refore 1t is the opinion of this oftioe that the tel"m. 11in 
the ¢ay-t1me only" is limited to. such p~r1Qd. 

leal A. · Donahue 
Asaiatant Attorney Ge~e~al 

nad/c· 


