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June 10, 1952 

To L. $m1th Dunnaok, Esquire, Assistant Attorney General (.H1ghwat) 
Re: Land Purchases 

We are enclosing a copy or a memo written by you to Harlan 
Harris, State_ Com.trolle.r• _which has been presented to this office 
by Mr. Barria. We have read your memo and are in perfect agreement 
with your. op.1n1.on .. that .... the State. Highway Comi'lliasio.n. 111a7 purchase 
land tor. the .. purpo.se of .cons.tru.cting buildings. to be uaed. for high
wa7 purpose■• 

Mr. Harris, however, tells .. 118 that he .. 1nt .. erpr.e.ta your .opinion 
to. the. effeot that aueh land oan. .. be purchased .and a building oon
atr.ucted thereon.:wi.thout .an .order ot the. E::ica.cutive .. Council. We do 
no_t see thi.s . opinion. expr.11a . .aecl .. in. y.mir. ... :mem.a .. of. June 5th, . but Mr. 
Harris. a ta tea that 70ur...~mama aro.ae_ aa .. the r-eaul.t :of. hi.a questioning 
the right. .. to purchaa.e .. au.ch. land. to'%'. the .. purpose of: oonstl"U.eting a 
bu1141n.g .thereon wi.tho.u:t. . . a ColU1011 Order. 

It baa alwa7a. been. the .op1n1.on of. thi.a . office that land.a to be 
purchaa ed by state agctnci.e.a. 1m1s. t f 1:ra t reo.ei ve . the.. approval of the. 
Governor. and Counci111 :.a.nd .. to. thi.1. ef.t.e.ct. we ret.er .. you. to .. an epi~io:a 
dated Aug'l!l.at 19i ltJ4b, by Ralpli..W •. Farria, then .. A.ttorme:y ~eneral, to 
Lue1us D. Barrows, Ch1_C:'f .. Engin~er. .. ot .. the State Bighwa7 Commissiom.. 

Tb.1.1. opi.Dion ... haa._baen_ expressed in. the past because Gt the 
tee11ng .that 1t.wou.l.d..be aafer. to ban_ the Governor and Coun~il 
autho:ei.z.e such purchase, .. and .that .vhf.le. it may·no.t be ab•llutel7 
neceaaar.y, it at l.eas.t enables.. the Controller. ·.Uld othe:r officers 
to. keep .. a proper __ aceeun.t ... o.t ... State'!"'owned. lands. Mr. _LaFleur la also 
of the· opini.cm.. ___ that a Council. Order. should 1••••• 

In .vi.e.w o.:r. ·. Mr. Hai-ria 'a interpretation of your opinion-, .we 
:f'elt that we should 1n.fo.1~n1._7ou ot the feeling or. thi~ . office and. 
wondere.d 1.f in some. way we could no.t reconci.le the matter. 

Jame.a G. Frost 
Deputy Attorney General 
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