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Jun:e·i.o, 1952 

~ J>r. H. B. Pe:lr~an, State ·.Elitqmologist 
~' ~r.aying from the Air 

I unc;ler.stand that ·the ·state of Ma,;Lne is engaged in ._a prpgram 
of .apraying certain areaa frQm the air t .o con~ol t:Lc~s. The ticks 
cause di$e.a~es tQ h~tt and ·antmal1t, ~o t~at this activity ii:,-~ 
que:~tiQnably within the s·~pe ·of the State' a pul>lic· health prpgram. 
It 12' _dssirable to spxa:r the ·:f.n~ect!t:ide frQiD _helicopters I becau~e 
the dQw beat .·of ·the he icopter bladet[I makes the insecticide. pe:n•· 
:trate · forest ,ueas· mp.re de~ply- $id·, therefore~ the ··s:pray ia ·.mpr:e 
etfective. There_ ar.e ~ helic~pters in Maine, so thaJ: ·out-.of,..st_ate 
helicopters are ~ing engaged by the State for. this work. · 

· I al•o understand . that the State is supplying a trained field 
s~_aff which will go ~ut into· the areas invQlveo ·and will give dir~c­
tions tc the helicc:;pt:~rs as to. the details ·of ·the operat:l~l'l . . . 

The question is l(hether the helicopters have t.o be regis.~ered 
and whether the pilots have to _pay certain fe~s. -

Under all the c:l.r.cuatst.ances, it is my opinion that . ~he pilo_t 
Qf the airer.a£ t is no.t requ:lr.ed by law to regi$ter under Section 12, 
Chapt~r 389, P.; L. 1949, .aa amended by Chapter 161 P. L .• 1951, •d 
the aircr•f t does ·n,q_t- hitve tq · be regi~t~re~ as. required by th$ same 
·aection, as amen~d by. Sect1,cn ,2 of Chapt:er 16, P. L. 19S1 •. Sine~ 
no r~gistration _of the :airc_:raft ·is reci,aited, it· therefore foll.Qws . 
that no ex,cise tax ~eed be paid'on the aircraft as re4uired by Chapter ~ 
264, Section- 2, P. L .•. 1951. 

In .summary,· l dQ not know of any sectf,~ -pf tb,e ~tatute which 
req_uires ·the aircraft: or _pilot· to pay any tax or fee _by yirt~ of. hi_a 
e11tering the .State of ~tie for the sQle purpo·se of ~erving the State 
as the ~bave statement of ·facts indicates.. 

Do not hesitate t~ let me know if yqu have ariy other ctuettti0.n. 

B:o.yd L. Bailey 
Assistant At~omey General 
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