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June 

1'o .A •. D'~ Nutting, Forest Commissioner 
Rea South Bri1to1· Fire Costa 

\ 

\. 
Th.la o.ttiae is in receipt or yo~ memo of ~1 21, __ 1952~\ in Whiqh 

you relate the following tact situation: · \ 

"The Town or Sou.th Bristol had a aeries of forest fires ·on the 
21f_th. of April which apparently were aat. The town warden neede4 more 
equipment; .• Be sent two .or his tire figbters to obtain more e(lUipment 
and told. them to use the 1'1rst ti-uck available. 'Dl•J took a· tl'llck un
authorized by the owner. ibe brake■ tailed to work going dewn a -~111. 
The tl'llck s tnok two . cars and d~ged them to the extent er from •IJ.~O 
to $500. Dam.age ta.the truck.has been paid by the- 1na•ranoe compan7. 
It has ~.et'uae.d. to pay the damage to the ca.rs.· The car- owners are going 
to sue the town. .. t1r-e. warden unless the town pays the .repaid coats." 

Yo.u th8l'l. .aak .. "Can .the state :pay one.~half the ocHts ot the repair 
bill to the. tawn __ '1UJ.der~ Cbap.ter. .. 8.$., .. Seotian .. 58., p:rovi.de.d the town tirat 
pa7s the cost?" · · · 

Under the .. above desoJ:11.b.ed .. '.c.ircumstancea thia. o.t'f'ua ... :w1ll ___ approve 
pa:vmant ... er one-halt' .. the. co a.ta .. car the. .. re.pair. .. b11l., .. pravicled : the town 
t'irs.t pays the comp.let.a cost. 

After a com,p1ete.. c.ons1.der.ati.mC er thi.e ... s.ection ... ot. Chapter 8.$,. 
relating ... to. .town. f'ire .. wardens,. ve mu.at advise you, .. ho.wever.,. that this 
op1n1an. .. 1.a .not .. to be eons..1.de~e4 a p.rec.eden.t ... 1n ... al.1 .c.aaea s.imilar to 
those. set out. 1n. ... yo:ur .. letter.,. bu.t rather after ___ c.ons.i.de.r-9:tion. or each 
taa.t. 11 tuat_ion. by. 1 tse.lt, pa,-mant.:.shou.ld .be . . :made .. or: .. deallned.. on the 
meri:ta. of .. th.a._ 1:n.di.:v.:1dn.al. ... c aa e. 

J'ame.a.G. Frost 
Deputy Attorney General 

jgf/c 


