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June 9~ 1952 

To General_ Spaulding .Bisbee, Director,. Civil Defense 
Re: Authority to Administer Oatha 

This memo refers to Intormation Bulletin Bo. 6 1asued_b7 the 
Ottiee of' Civil Defense, in which it is stated that the Director 
of Civil Deten11e ot any State, or ~1' subordinate Civil Defense·· 
off1oer within .. such. State desigaa.ted 'b'J' the Director in ~1 ting, 
shall .'be .. quall.fied .to. admiaiatei-· any 1uoh oath vltlrl.nuslllh' Stat• 
1Ul4er s11ch regula t1ons as· the D1·reetor shall pre■or1'be. 

YOll have asked us for a. ruling relative to this amendment to 
the Oiv.11. De~en.se Act. 

w . ' ' e believe tll.at. unde:!! this .. la.w 1.t .1.s. pr.oper. fear· you to. g1Ye the 
eath re.terred to ... an.d_..'J'OU..m&'J.. pr.operly delegate the authority. to.give 
such: oath.·· 

In ... Maine.;. howe.v.er, __ autho.r.1 ty. to admi.ni.ater. an o.ath. aheuld be 
grant•d.. .. b'J' statute. Oiut. C1v1.l. Defense. Aot ■aJ'& that the . oath 1.n wri­
ting.. mu.s.t .be. be.fore .. a .. per.&on .. a.uthor.1.lied to .. aclm1i11.ster .. oaths .in this 
~tate .Jfhi.11, .. this of'f'i.ce be.laves 'J.011 .. ha:ve authori.t7- .to a dminia ter 
the ea.th, .. we s trongl.7:.·.r.eo.omm.e.d that ... the_· Civ.11. .. De.temse Act be am.ended 
to include.· a.n au.thar.iz.a.ti.on..f.er .the D:tr.e.cto.r .. or Civil. E>e.fans.e or h1a · 
delegated or:rt.c.er_.to. admhd-ater. the oath. 

James G. Frost 
Deputy Attorney General 
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