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June 5, 1952 

To Harlan H. Harris; . QorttrQller 
.~: Power of Highwa:Y CollllllisEt1Qn tg Purchai,e Land 

.. Section 7-F, Chapter ·2u, Revised Stat:Utea, prqvidea th~t: 

••Th~ Comm1ss1Qn ·may purcha1$e ••• land as 
it -may deem necessary • • • £Qr the CQnstruction 
improvement and main.tenance of state and state -'a1.d 

gh . " . hi :ways.· •• 

The SUpreme :Co.urt has . ~ .$1:1veral Qccas1Qns . empllasized the fact 
that t:he law in re1at·1on tq the pqw~rs pf the Highway dommis_aion 
$QUld be interpreted bro,adly ·and for t~ plttpO.$e :O~ .a:ccQ[l\pl:l·shing 
th~ purpp$e for which they we.re indicated~ to.wit, THE BUDJ>IWG ~ 
IMPROVEMENT.OF HIGHWAYS. . 

• • • j ' 

It is .obviously neceasary fQr the Department to have ·Divisiqri. 
Headquarte.r·s irt .order to 1.oca11ze administration of the ·ma1nt¢nance 
and bu1.Ld:Lng :Of highwy.s. 

· It is .'obvioqlly e~ortomic.al to ·ow.n the ·buildings and property 
that .must be qccupied ~r this purpqse •. 

; 

It :is equally ·obvious that th~ purchase.an4 use ·of buildings 
t for this purpose is· an -act .d.One in the ~ourse .of and for· the 'pur-­

pos.e of mairttai:n1ng an.d building highway$ and for no pther purpQSe, 

It 1s my op1n1on that ·Secti~n 7•F e~s the C_ommisston tQ 
purchase such land and buildings as it .deems -ne-ce.ssary ·for thi-a 
purppse·. 

L •. Sml:th Dunnack 
·Assi.stant Attorney · General 


