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May 7, 195;2 

To. Albe.rt F
0

• • CoQk, Judge, Fort P'airfield Municipal Co\ttt 
·ae·:· Use· of Farm ·Tractor on Public Ways 

Thi$ office. is in receipt of your inquiry: "fa it la,..ful f~r a 
dealer in farm machinery to cirive a I farm tractQ-r , ta be used a,olely 
for fa-rming purposes t ~· over a public way in order to· get said ··' farm 
tracto-r• from the rau.ro·ad. s.t.at:lon where same ha$ been deliv~ed ·.tQ 
him., to his place of .buain-es', for servicing before sale I widiout having 
said farm .tractor reg:l.ster.ed?1' 

'Y~u will un-de:r that .this is n(it an .official opmion of· 'this· . . c,.ffice, 
a:s we· a-ra res.trained from .giving advice- except to· State officials .on. · 
State ma:tters,· ·.an'd in t!Very instance we _.hesitate t<> encroach -upon the 
duties .af ·the courts of .the--Sta:te of Maine. BOweve-r, :ln ansy,er to· your 
que2't.ion ·we have ~ed the la-ws relative to- fa:r,. trac·tors and~ for 
whatever conside•rati<>n yo\1 may wish to. give it,. .the foll.owing is ~
unqf~ic·ial opinion: th~t the exemptions provided by statute relative 
to· ~a-rm tra~.tora $xt4!nd_ only .to s.~h tractQrs. as _are use-d solely £qr 
qricultm::al .or farm· purpbses_, which would mean, we fe:elJ .... ~hat .to be 
exempt a tractor muet be ~ .tne ha11ds .of . a farmer and b~~ us·ed £.or 
farm purpose·$. · Under .sec·tio.n 1 ·Qf Chapter 19; 111lefinitiQD.'8 '• -a -f~m 
tract.or .is defined Sf¥ '1 any ·motor vehicle". we feel tha.t f'or .t:he pur
pQlle:B Qf ·transporting· tB ~arm_ t:Tactor it shoul~ be in the_ sallle clas:ai
f:l.cat.ion as other motor vehicl~s traveling on the highways, and .the 
dealer. transporting EJ·uch vehicle. shc)uld he sub~ect t9· the same lns 
a~· would an .automobile .de.ale,: in transpQrting his car.a from the ra.il
~o-ad. tracks to _his p'l:,ace of .business:. 

Paragraph II of Section 15 may or may not be pertinent, but we 
would dr.aw your attention to- that pa-rap-aph,. which _provides that 
reg-:lstration fees for .farm tractors used · for agricultural purposes· 
and 11.ot -customarily used on ·publ_ic ways_ shall be a tenth of the-
above rates. · 
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James Glynn Frost 
Deputy Attomey General 


