
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



This document is from the files of the Office of 

the Maine Attorney General as transferred to 

the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference 

Library on January 19, 2022 



r 
April 30, 1952 

Tow. Earle Bradbury, Deputy commissioner, Inland Fisheries and Game 
Re: Certain Expenditures from Dedicated Revenue 

This will acknowledge ·your memo of April 22, 1952, relative to 
the interpretation of paragraph 10 of Section 63 of Chapter 33 and 
Section 110 of that chapter of the Revi_sed Statutes of 1944. The· 
latter prov~des: · 

"All fees, fines and penal ties recovered and 
money received or collected shall be paid to the 
treasurer .of state and credited to the department 
of inland fisheries and game for the ·operation of 
fish h~tcheries and feeding ~tations for fish, 
for the protection· of fish, game and birds, and 
for printing the report .of said commissioner and 
other expenses incident to the administration of 
said department, and shall b~ expended by the said 
commissioner for ~he purposes for which said de­
partme~t is created." 

You ask: "Cari a portion of the funds received under the two 
sections quoted above legally be expended for 'Educational Purposes• 
so-called or Public Relations and ·Public-1 ty?" . · 

Consideration of the definition of the term. ''administrationtt 
is necessary in .answering your question. The word "administration" 
means m_anaging or conducting an office or employment; performan·ce 
of the executive duties of an institution, business or the like. 
Administration of a department is analagous to administration of 
statutes, and regardless of desirability, activities which are not 
reasonably to be classed as a cost of administration are not per­
missible. 

In the case of ·a department of the ··State of Maine,- "other ex­
penses incident to the administration o:f said department" means 
expenses incurred in managing the department in such a way that it 
will function within the statutes and in a direction leading ulti­
mately to the aims of the statutes relating to that department. 
Thus, expenditures. by a depart1111Bnt for a purpose outside the sphere 
of its activity, as· delineated b7t the statute woµld be improper. By 
our interpretation, the phrase, 'and other expenses incident to the 
adm.nistration ·of sai<;l department," might read: "incident to the 

mana~in~ in a manner not inconsistent with the statutes relatin ~ to 
said department. . " 

It is oub opinion, applying the principles above stated, that 
any extended 4ducational program including the accompanying public 
relations and publicity over and beypnd the accompanying public 

contact customarily engaged in by a department of the State must first 
receive the approval of the legislature. 

. ..,. 



. Our attention has not been directed to, nor have we been 
aple·to find, any provision in Chapter 33 which would permit 
of a full-time educational service. 

jgt/c 

Alexander A. LaFleur 
Attorney General 


