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' • . .' 
' . . , . .. · ... ~. 

February 21 1 1952 

To• Harland A •. Ladd, Commissioner o.f Ed~cation 
Re: Contracts between .t~e Maine School Building Author!ty and 

Community School Districts. 

. . 
We have your.memo of February 12, 1952, relative to ~ommunity 

school di'stricts and· .the Maine School Building Authority~ the· ·p:ro­
vi~ions pertaining to both of ·which are •Contained in Chapter 37 of 
the Revised Statutes and ~apter 127 of' the Resolves ·o~ 1951 ... · 

You ask the .following question: Can·the Maine School Building 
Authority contract wi.tb co:m:muni ty sc.hoo1 · districts in excess ·of 

. the, combined v-aluation of the participating towns? · 

A community school distl'iet ll'.lay'be, acc-~pted by the voters of 
towns and cities· as_ provided by the Enabling_ .Act in the Re.vised 
Statutes of. 1944;· Chapter. 37,. sections 92-A to K, inelusiye. Under 
the provisions of Section 92-D the limit of indebtedness.of the 
district may be. establish~d as a cert~in amount, but may not ex­
ceed 5~ of the total of the last preceding valuation of all the 
participating· t~wns, whichever is·. the lesser • . This 5% limitation 
1s·the express mandate of the legislature. . . 

If we a.re to say that the Authority may contract with a com­
nmnity school district :for a sum over this e.xpres·s limi tat:1.on, · . · 

.. then ·we fa.el ·that. 1 t must' :t,e clearly shown that the 5% limit has 
been removed.· We find no f3Xpress provision of any statute elimina-
ting the · 5% limi ~. . · . . 

. . . of 
The importance o.f the Ma.ine·school Building Authority and/the 

·security to 'Which. a puc_ha;ser of its bonds 111USt look for payment. 
compels us to conclude ·that the liigitation cannot·. be impliedly re-

. moved. If' it were the. intent ot the legis_lature. that· th·e Building 
AuthQrity could contract with a communi·ty school district in an 
amount in excess. of the 5%. limitation in the Eila'l;>ling Act, it is 
well hidden. • 

This statutory debt limitation not being · expr~ssly removed by­
the legislature and ·it not being possible to ir.µ'er its elimination 
our conclusion is that the Maine School Building Authority may not 

· · contract with cormnuni ty school districts. in excess of the c·ombined. 
valuation of.the participating towns. 

.jgf/o 

Alexande~ A. LaFleur 
'Attor_ney G~neral 


