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January Jl, 1952 

To Harland A, Ladd·,. ·commies1oner of .Education 
Ref Eastport Petition 

I 

This o.fi'ice is in receipt of your memo of January 28, 1952,· 
in which you inquire if p_aragraph XII; _Sjction ,3., Chapter 37, 
R. s., :a statute wh~ch. grants to the Commissioner.of Education 
the.power., under cert·a1n conditions, to make- an inspection of 
the schools. of' a town., gives the right to inv~stigate the rela­
tionship between· the sup·erintending school committee of the Ci tj 
·or·Eastport and the superintende~t of Union 104. · 

. It is the opinion -~f this office that paragraph XII., supra, 
is limi te~. in scope·. The inspection may be mEJ..de ,· on petition, but 
th~ findings and,reports are limited to the sta~dards of.buildings,. 
equipment, organization.,· and. _instructicm~ Thus the· s c~pe of the . 
inspection is limited particularly to the are·as above mentioned. 

The petition presented to you does not ask for an inspection 
of buildings., equi'pment, organizaion, or instruct1o·n, but of : 
matters of purely ,local ,concern, not failing.within :your pre­
·scri~ed powers .• It is therefore our ap~nion that you have· no 
ppwer .. to make· the inspeotion with respect to .the conditions set 
forth in the petition •. 

Roger A, Putnam 
Assistant Att.orney Gener~l 
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