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~0 / 
January 16. 1952 r ~ _ 

To Ronald W. Green, Chief Warden, ·sea and Shore Fisheries / '/VI A~ ,, 
Re: Lobster Meat (Sectfon·120 1 Chapter 34, R. s. 1944) ( fv~ . .. ·. . /4 J1 

This off1;ce has your memo of Janµary .8, 19.52,·. in .which you /JV~ . 
request _interpretati_on of Section 120 of Chapter 34, R. S. 1944. / 
You ask the follc:iwing questio;is r~lati ve to the functioning of 
Section 120. · . · 

.;estion #1. "~s it legal t·o sell at ret_ail or wholesale in 
this .ate canned Canadian lobste·r meat~ if the same is· processed 
and. canned in _Canada and. sealed in hermetically seal°ed containers?" . , . ' ' . . . 

. Answer~ It is ou·r· opinion that under the provisi.ons of Section 
120 lobster mf3at processed and cani'led in Canada may not be _sold at 
retail or wholes.ale in the State of Maine, with the possible exoep~ 
tiqn of sale to a seafood processor .for processing ·an·d sealing f'9r 
resale as processed stews, newburghs and chowders in the retail.· 
trade. · 

Q.uest:ton #2. . "Paragraph 4, . exception. • Does the term 'an.,
person' as usea in this par~g-~aph mean that those without a .·permit 
·may ~ut. up and can lobster -mes.~?" . 

. Ana·wer. · Yes; but he mu.st have a li~ense as. provided iri Section 
91 oTcnapter 34~ R. s. _1944. This section (Sec. 120) .of course 
refers to the tail section of lobster ~~at •. However, it is felt 
that the license granted under Section 91 should permit a processor 
to remove meat rr·om·.the shell for canning purposes. without the · 
necessity or having e, permit as required ·by S_ection 120 •. 

Q.uestion #3. "Under section 120· ·just who may ~an lobster meat?-" 

Ans~er.· Under Seet~on 120 anyone may can lobster meat who 
has procured a license to do so. Paragraph 4 of Section 120 merely 
provides that the only i_nstances where- cut-up lobster. tails may· be 
used are in hotels, restaurants., by seat'ood processors and meat in 
interstate. commerce o~ that to be used immediately by the procesa·ozt 
o·r by him.self and· family consumption. 

Jame·s G. Frost 
Assist-ant -Attorney General 
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