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October 2, 19.5'1 

To Col. Francis J. McCabe, Chier, Maine State Police 
Re: Sal_uy of Major. Young 

Chapt·er 408, Public Laws, 19.5'1, -is an _Act designed t ·o inotteas-e 
the salaries of memb~rs of the State Police. The fifth paragraph of 
the Act rel~tes to the salary ot majors in the State ,Polioe, stating~ 

. "On appointment as a major, ·the member shali · 
receive a s·alary of $86._per week, and thereafter 
he sha11·reoeive an increase in salary or $4 per 
week at the beginnin6 · of ·each fiscal year until 
a maximum salary ~r i,107 per week is -~e-ached,." 

The only major ··1ri the Maine State· Police organ1i.atioil is the 
Deputy Chief, and in conflict with Chapter 408, Public. Lawe, 1951,. 
which purports to control the sal~J of·majors ts the· first paragraph 
of Section 5~ Chapter 13, R. s. ·1944, which paragraph ·states: 

"The _governor and council sha).-1 determine the 
_sal~· or the chief and deputy chief." 

.. 
This paragraph remains unchaneed throughout the am.e~dme~t~ of 1947, 
1949, and 1951, and is effective today. • 

There arises, then, the question which provision governs the 
~alary of _Major Young; Deputy Chief of· the Maine State Police: the 
first paragraph of Se.ctio~ 5, Chapter 13, R. s. 1944, or the fifth 
par.agraph of Chapter 408, Public L~ws of 1951 • 

. In considering this problem; attention ·sbould first be directed 
to that Council Order which .provided that the Deputy Chief shall hold 
the . rank or major. The Deputy Chief is, then; in effect, ex of,ficio -
a maj'or. To be further cons;idered_ are t_lie rules and re~lations of · _· 
the Maine State Police, the first paragraph of which contains the pro
vision that there shall be _only 1 major· in the organization of the · 
State Police. 

As a result, the Statutes, Council Orders ·, and ~les and regu.la"7 
tions relative to this problem point ·to the fact that the State Police 
have only 1 major; that that major is an .!! officio major by virtu.e 
of his being·the ·Deputy Chief; and that the s alary of the Deputy Chief' 
1s determined by the Governo~ and Council. 

It· is our opinion, therefore, ··that ·the salary of Major Yourig, 
Deputy Chief, is deterpdned by the Governor and Counei-1, and not con
trolled by Chapter 408, _Publ~e Laws, 19.51. We therefore recommend that 
a Coun~il Order be _subr.ni tted requesting that the ·sal~r.y of Ma jor Young 
be increased, retroactive to August 20th, in an amount equal to that 
amount which he would have · received had his salary been controlled by 
Chapter 408. · 
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Alexander -A. LaFleur 
Attorney General 


