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April 13, 1951.-, 

To Honorable Fx-anz U. Burkett,. ·House of Representatives 
Re: . Clarific~tion ~f the Civil Defense Law · 

-- .... . . --- .. --·----~ 

At ·a conference in October of 1950 wh:tch was attended by 
attorneys for Civil.,Pefense agencies throughout the State, it 
was the unanimQus opinion of the attorneys then in·attendance 

. that, if it :_ever. became neees.sary for the Governor to proclaim 
an ·emergency under the provisloQs of the Civil Defense law, un- . 
der which emergency it _would becom~ necessary for the State Police 

.. to perform the functions assigned to _1 t by the ,Civil Defense _Direc
tor, the State _Polic·e· must be in a position ·to place in the .field · 
adequately ·t~a;1ned personnel· to fulfil 1 ts functions. · 

The only way that the~e attorneys_ c·ould _arrive at c onstl'U-ctive 
proposal~ which would make this possible_ without increasing the 
present State Police force was to authorize .the Chief of the State 
Police to set up a reserve list -that he could. call on if, ~s, · and 
when·1t became necessary. This ·is not a-move in any way to increase 
the present State Police for-ce or to enlarge .1 ts duties. It. is pure'I" 
ly and simply a proposal. whereby the people ·ot this State and the'ir 
'property may be given the protection· of· tratned law enforcemen:t · 
off'ieers during emergency periods, rather than t.o subJect the pea-· 
ple or this State and.the!~ property to the difficulties invqlved 
when law enforcement -officers are recruited from ·the ranks of·un
trained ci viJians and placed in: a ·pbsi tion of authori,ty w1 thout 
the fund8Iilent~l lm~~ledge expected of a law enforcement officer. 

It is inconceivable why there s~ould be objection to such a 
constr_uct~ve-propoaal. 

jssf/c 

John S.S. ·Fessenden 
Deputy Attorney General 


