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February ?2, 1951 

To General Spaulding Bisbee, Director, Civil Defense & Public Safety 
Re: Appropri_ations by Tow~s. 

.Letter of inqtrl.ry addressed · to YO'Cl by O • . C. Benson, Selectman 
and Clerk of th'e Town of Minot Civil Defe:EJ,se, is :x.-ee:;e:1:ved in this 
office. The inquiry c_oncerns what app_ropr1at1on ean properly be . 
made by a pol1t1cal . subd1vis1on of the State for defense and public 
Safety purpQS es• 

In interpreting Section 11 of Chapter 298, Public Laws ot 1949, 
we are of the opinion. that the ·voters ·Clf . any city, town or village· 
·corporation ~Y app:ropi-iate money to be used by their loc·a1 organi
zation for Civil D~tense and Public Safety ror expenses of ma1nta1~-
1ng its office with its incidental supplies and for the purchase of 
such services, equipment, supplies and materials for purposes ot 
Civil Defense and Public Safet,- as shal_l be aipecified by amount . 
and purpose in such appropriatiQn. 

. . 

_If ~ town puts · artic.les in its town· warrant calling for .the 
appropriating. of certain. smouni;s to: .stockpile non:-peri.shable rood, 
buy fuel, cots, ·blankets, .first aid supplies, :Cor instance, and 
the voter.a of such town favor such purchases by their votes and 
the same does not exceed that town's debt limit, such purchases 
are authorized by the Act referred -to. 

There is a provision in the same section qt law for acceptance 
.of these items by gift, should they be offered by the Federal 
O-:Overnment or by any person, firm, .~r corporation. 

Neal A. Donahue 
Assistant Attorney General 


