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.To. ·Franz u. Burket·t :~ Esquii.{9. -~\/ -_·,~--- · .. : · 
S'1bjeet: Defense RespQ:c.sibf).{ty: o:f- Towns . :1 

. . .'. ·:.-. '~.:-·:·'· :.· ··,, :.- . ; ,' :· · .... · '·,'; 

.. · Conrirming our c~n:v~~s~~io~·-. ·~ei:at1 ve to ··the res·pona:ib11'1 tj··,. · -·. ··:. ,_ . . ·.•,:, 
of towns to· participate ·-:a,~~-~,1.,-. -:~n-C1v11. Defense :P,lana and · or.:.. .. · 
gan1zati_ons, yc,u are adv1se,~:'.1~;h:a~ . _Seotio~ 8 ot Chapter. 298 of the-· 
Publio Laws of 194.9 ·spec;"1!19all7.· pl"ov:1des tha.t each: •politic al sub-! 
d1 vision or this State·. is .. au;ho~1,.e.d·'· and: directed: to:' establi"sh :a ·_:, 
local organiz,ation for ~: c1~i1_'·netena~-:_and · Pub$.1c saiety · 111 a~cc,ra,-;:,, ·:· 
ance w1 th the State Civil·--.'.De.t'~ns~::._ana--~blief Safety.· pre>gr.am; and .- · 
Sectton 11 or the- SUH~ chapter:· ■t-~tea in ·pai-t th.at each poll tic al' ·. : i . . :,·, 

subdivisi·on· sh.all have ~h~ .. j:>_ow~~-: ,o·· mak♦. 11,p~ropria~ions _in the~.--:-·- :, ·· ·,.·; 
ner provided by law .t'or m~1n.g . ~p:t-epr1~t1ons .t'or the. o_:rdinary ex·- . 
pensea ·or such political l!l~bdit1s1on for ·the i,a:yment ot exp·ensea · · 
or .. its local organizat~o1:1 fo"!". C~til Defense ;· and Pub:J_ic Sarety. •:r 

In view· of the leg1sla1.1.ve mandate in Section 8 di,reeting each 
p~l1t1oal subdivision to pro·v1de ·a: Ci'd.l Defense c,rganizatio:n and · ·. 
the eu.thorizat1on in Section 11· to raise_. tunds · therefor~ -it· appe_fll"fl 
clear to me th.at each m.unic1pµ1ty_ in this ·state ·1a .required· b,- i.av' 
.to organize · aet1ve1y for Civil- Defense ~d Public s·a.rety. · · • 

• I' ' • • • ' • . ' 

As I understand my function as -counsel. fo:t- the State Director . 
and your function as o·oll.n&el tor the County Direotc,i-~. we_ are ~o ·ad·-.··_. :.{; 
vise said Directors in .all questions of law; but I do not.- :understand · . . ; 
that the State plan calls for eith~r or us: to giye ~r transmit ailJ' -~-- ., 
positive .directions or orders to anyone·. The State plan contemplates. · · 
that -the· res·peetive. ·Directors will· seek .th-eir legal ad:v1ce r~om.-_us · 
and then, 1.f they so choose, : 1ltlli accept our· advice and aet th,r~on 
by. giving such orders and· directions ·as they, as a.dminist:t,-ato~a, 
.t'eel should be gi·ven. · · 

jssf'/c · 

Johns. s. Fessenden 
St•te Deputy Director #S 
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