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.To. Franz U. Bnrkatt, Esquirg

Subject: Defense Respensibimity of Towna

. Canirming our convprsation relative to- tha resp@nsibility;ifj\;*-
of towns to partieipate aativaly in Civil Defense plans and or- . -

ganizations, you are advised that Section 8 of Chapter. 298 of the
Publie Laws of 1949 specifigally providas that each politieal sub-
division of this State 1s suthdorizeéd and. directed to'establish a "
local orgenization for €iwil Defense and afety im aceord-%
ance with the State Civil Defense  and Publie*Safety program; and.
Section 11 of the same dhqpter states in part that each political '
subdivision shall have the.pewer Lo mek¢ gppropriations in the mam~
ner provided by law for making spprepristions for the ordinary ex-
penses of such pelitical subdivision for the payment of expenses
of 1ts local organization for. Givil Defense: eand Pablliec Safety.

In view of the 1egialative mandate in Seetion 8 directing each
political subdivision to provide a Civil Defense orgenization emd
the sithorizaetion in Seetion 11 to raise funds therefor, it appears

clear to me that each municipality ln thls State 1s required by law‘
to erganize actively for civil Defense and Public Safety.

As T nndaratand my funetion as.counsel for the State Direotor

and your function as eeunsel for the County Director,. we are to ad- .
vise sald Directors in all questions of law; but I 4o not understand .
thet the State plan calls for elther of us to give or transmit any =
positive directions or orders to anyone. The State plan contemplates

that the respective Directors -wlll seek thelr legal adviece from us
and then, if they so chocse, Wkl asccept our adviece and aect thereon
by glving such orders and directions as they, as aﬂministrators,
feel should be glven.

John S, 8. Fessenden
State Deputy Director #5
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