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To Chairman, Bou,d of luagistrat.ion, Aub~ 
b: Correct Handling -of Abaentee .Ballots 

••• Section 7 (Ch. 6, R. s. 1944) ~eta out specifically that 
whe~ the b.allQt iJ properly executed and enclqsed a:nd sealed in the 
env.el(?pe by the voter,. who ha$ endorsed thereon his nam,e, add.re.Sa 
and v.o.ting place, he shall mail the same within the time prescribed 
:Ln the followirtg sec_tipn. 

· Said foll.owing s~ction, 8, provi~s that all ballots cast under 
the provisions of ·9e~tion .7 shall be mailed on or prior to the day 
of elect.ion, or, if del.ivered, · shall be ·delivered at leas.t 24 110urs 
befQ:t'$ th.e opening :.of the polls at the voteJ: 1 s voting place mi the 
day o.f .the election. '?he pQstmark, :lf 1eg1.ble, ~all be conclusive 
ev:Ldence :of the time and place of mailiq, TberefQre the late.•t date 
on which an application ff)r an_.absentee ballot can be issued by the 
c:Lty ~lerk is ~4.~o:ura before the opening of the p~lls at the voter's· 
voting place ·on -the day of the -election. An absentee voter cs:nnot 
vote ·on elacti,on -day. Thet'efpr.e an applicatiQn .cannot ·prpperly be. 
issued by the city ()r town clerk. · · 

In regar-d to receiving ab$ent$e ballots by mail, all edVelppea 
Eihould be pr~s~rved ,-uu,pened un.til ele~tion day',. When they are 'opened, 
the envelopes show.d be attached ta .the ballQts, in the office •of the 
wa.rd cl~k, to shalt what t.ime each baJ.lt>t wa,s 111ai1ed.. In cue of a:n 
insp~ctiOn b_efore ~e Qovemqr -and .Comi:cil, when ther.e 1-. a ,~stioa 
rel•tiq to absentee. ballots~ the _postmark is the .Qnly way tQ ascer• 
t.ain. whether the ballot was ma:Lled·24 boars befqre the polls opened. 

Section 10 irovidea the manner in which the election official$ 
at the pol1s $ha l check absentee ballot.Ef. If the ballQt4 are not in 
proper Qrder, they have ·cer~11in duties tQ perfo'Z'm. T.hey can check .a · 
ballp.t as defective 11 as n-ot a voter, as not enrQlled, Qr vQte·d .in. 
person, •s the case J.nAY be., and ballots so che.Qked are not t-Q be 
counted. All envelope·s, opened or un.ope~d, shall be retained 'With 
the ba~ts cast at the electipn. and pt.e•erved and dest:t'Qyed 1n·the 
manner provided by law £.or the retention, preservation and destructi011. 
of ~fficial ballots, .and the tally sheets shall $how' all rej~ted as 
well a• accepted ballot~ of all absentee voters and ba.llOt.S of votera. 
physically incapa~itated. 
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Ralph w. Farria 
Attorney General 


