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To Norman U, Greenlaw, Commissioner of Institutional Service
Re: Settlement - Holden Turner

]

_ I have your memo of January 24th, stating that on November 30,
1948, your department authorilzed ' the aedmission of Deorothy W, Turner,
wlfe of Holden Turner of Mount Vernon, to the Central Maine Sanatorium.
You further state that the patient ls espproximately twenty-one years
of age and that.the feamlly conslsts of four chlldren ranging in age
from one month to four years. ir. Turner was born in Rome, HMalne, on
October 22, 1924. Patient's applicatlon states thet her husbend earns
$20-8525 a week, working in the woods, etc., which makes it obvious
that he would be unable to assume the obligation of paying for his
wife's sanetorium treatment.

You further state that you have contacted the town of Mount
Vernon on verious oeccaslons 1In an effort to have iir., Turner's legal
settlement established and have the town accept responsibility, but
have been unable to get any reply by letter or telephone. Further
check indicated that possibly Rome might be the plate of settlement,
but the chairman of the board of selectmen denles this, on the ground
thar "before his marrisge he took hls father's settlement and he was
19 years when marrled so at that time he became emanclpated from his
father and lived witk his wife 1n It. Vernon so I guess it belongs: to
11t. Vernon to take care of the bill,"

You state that you do not interpret emanclpation to mean when a
man marries, nor do you figure that he literally becomes of age when
he marries, but rather when he reaches the age of twenty-che and that
he can then start to.acqulre a legal settlement in his own right, but
untll that ascqulsition 1s made, would have .the settlement of his father,
if he had one. In that case you feel that Holden Turner would, untll
October 28, 1950, hold the settlement in Rome which he derived from
his father.

In order that you may attempt to ecollect from the town of set- .
tlement, you ask my oplnion whether Rome or Iiount Vernon is liable.

dince.tke law permits the marrlage of minors with thelr parents!
-.consent, parental rights must necessarily yleld to the new .obligations
‘and rights arising from the merriage relation. 'then 2 man merries and
founds a new famlly he assumes new obllgations and dutles. 7When these
new obligations and dutles conflict with former tles, they must, in
the interssts of society and the family relation, be peramount. In
other words, legal rights between husband and wilfe are superior %o
those between parent and child. Therefore i1t 1s my opinion that the
marriage of Holden Turner emancipated him from hils parents and that
if he has resided in Mount Vernon since his marriage when he was 19
years of age, his legal settlement would be lount Vernon, as that
would mesn that he had resided there for more than six years and had
relised s family., This 1s a question of fact. Qur court held in Lowell
v. Newoort, 66 lLle, 78, that emancipation may be by marrlage, degEE,
misfortune or agreement. '
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