
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



ST A TE OF MAINE 

REPORT 

OF THE 

ATTORNEY GENERAL 

for the calendar years 

1949-1950 



ATTORNEY GENERAL'S REPORT 63 

I wish to advise that it is my opinion that the retired members of the State 
Police should receive in addition to their present retirement pay such addi­
tional amounts as will equal one-half of the pay which will now be paid to 
members of their respective grades at the time of retirement, and this will 
include the new salary scale which becomes effective on the same day as this 
Private & Special Law set forth in Chapter 210, P&SL 1949, which I have 
quoted, because the two bills do become effective at the same time. 

If you do not have sufficient money in your budget to take care of this 
increase in the retirement pay of your members who have retired, it will be 
necessary for you to go to the Governor and Council for funds to take care 
of this Act, because you cannot appropriate funds of the State Police when 
there are none available for this purpose unless there is a transfer from the 
General Highway Fund to the funds of the Maine State Police. 

RALPH W. FARRIS 
Attorney General 

To Hon. Frederick G. Payne, Governor of Maine 
Re: Electoral College 

June 10, 1949 

In going through the files of my late Deputy, Mr. Breitbard, I find a letter 
addressed to you by Henry Cabot Lodge, United States Senator from Massa­
chusetts, which has to do with a bill pending before the 81st Congress con­
sisting of a Constitutional Amendment for abolishing the Electoral College 
and the office of elector, but retaining the electoral vote as a counting device. 
You asked Abe's opinion on this matter. 

While I was in Texas last fall attending the National Association of Attor­
neys General, Congressman Ed Gossett of Texas was one of our dinner guest 
speakers, and he talked about forty minutes on this subject. He stated that 
he was working with Senator Lodge on the matter of this Constitutional 
Amendment to abolish the Electoral College. After listening to his speech 
I was convinced that the Constitutional Amendment would be advisable. 
I have read some of the statements in the pamphlet which Senator Lodge 
sent you on March 3rd and I note that some of the same occurrences in 
Presidential elections were cited by Ed Gossett in his speech at Houston, 
Texas, last fall. 

Of course they are quite convincing on the point that the Electoral College 
is outmoded and should be brought up to date, and they also indicate what 
might happen if the election of a President were thrown into the House of 
Representatives .... 

RALPH W. FARRIS 
Attorney General 

June 10, 1949 
To Honorable Frederick G. Payne, Governor of Maine 

On May 11th one of your secretaries sent over to this office two letters 
with attached material from Mrs. J. E. Goodbar of Portland. The letter­
head is that of the National Federation of Press Women, Inc. She called 
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your attention to a letter from Dr. J. W. Montgomery of the "Protestant 
Voice," then at 1021 McGee Street, Kansas City, Missouri, suggesting that 
she invite you to become a member of its Board of Directors. She also 
enclosed a copy of the statement of policy of this publication and a copy of 
a questionnaire. 

It is very risky, in my opinion, for a Governor of a State to associate him­
self as a board member or a director with an organization about which he 
knows nothing and from which he would probably obtain no benefit. It 
seems to me that there is no need for a national Protestant newspaper, as 
all newspapers should be non-denominational, the Constitution of the United 
States having placed a bar between State and Church. Article I of the 
Amendments to the Constitution of the United States provides: 

"Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; ... " 

Section 4 of Article I of the Constitution of Maine provides: 

"Every citizen may freely speak, write and publish his sentiments on 
any subject, being responsible for the abuse of this liberty; no laws shall 
be passed regulating or restraining the freedom of the press; .. " 

Therefore it is my opinion that any publication on a religious basis, whether 
Catholic or Protestant or other, would not be healthy nor successful. 

The first question in the pamphlet sent by Mrs. Goodbar is: "Why is this 
effort being made?" and the answer is, "Because conditions of our time 
demand a strong Positive Protestant influence and front." In other words 
these people are trying to make the "Protestant Voice" a public enterprise. 
Question 22 is "Why do they not continue on the present basis?" Answer: 
"Because they understand that as a private enterprise it can never have the 
scope it should nor fulfill the mission for which it came into existence." In 
other words they are trying to get the President of the United States and 
the Governors of the several States behind this Protestant movement. One 
cannot know without long investigation what is behind these organizations. 
This one may be a Communist-front organization in the making, and one 
whose affairs I advise you to avoid ... 

To H. H. Harris, Controller 

RALPH W. FARRIS 
Attorney General 

June 11, 1949 

I have your memo of June 6th relating to Chapter 21 of the Resolves of 
1949 which provides: 

"That there be, and hereby is, appropriated the sum of $110,000 from 
the general fund of the state for the purpose of defraying the cost of the 
temporary salary increase for state employees, as already authorized by 
the personnel board, for the remainder of the present fiscal year." 


	1.pdf
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28232
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28233
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28234
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28235
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28236
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28237
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28238
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28239
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28240
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28241
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28242
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28243
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28244
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28245
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28246
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28247
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28248
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28249
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28250
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28251
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28252
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28253
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28254
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28255
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28256
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28257
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28258
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28259
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28260
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28261
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28262
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28263
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28264
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28265
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28266
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28267
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28268
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28269
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28270
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28271
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28272
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28273
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28274
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28275
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28276
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28277
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28278
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28279
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28280
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28281
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28282
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28283
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28284
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28285
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28286
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28287
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28288
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28289
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28290
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28291
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28292
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28293
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28294
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28295
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28296
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28297
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28298
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28299
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28300
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28301
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28302
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28303
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28304
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28305
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28306
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28307
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28308
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28309
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28310
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28311
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28312
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28313
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28314
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28315
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28316
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28317
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28318
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28319
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28320
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28321
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28322
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28323
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28324
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28325
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28326
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28327
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28328
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28329
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28330
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28331
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28332
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28333
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28334
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28335
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28336
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28337
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28338
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28339
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28340
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28341
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28342
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28343
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28344
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28345
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28346
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28347
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28348
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28349
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28350
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28351
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28352
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28353
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28354
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28355
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28356
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28357
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28358
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28359
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28360
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28361
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28362
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28363
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28364
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28365
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28366
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28367
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28368
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28369
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28370
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28371
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28372
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28373
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28374
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28375
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28376
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28377
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28378
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28379
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28380
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28381
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28382
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28383
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28384
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28385
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28386
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28387
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28388
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28389
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28390
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28391
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28392
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28393
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28394
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28395
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28396
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28397
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28398
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28399
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28400
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28401
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28402
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28403
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28404
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28405
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28406
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28407
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28408
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28409
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28410
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28411
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28412
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28413
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28414
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28415
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28416
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28417
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28418
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28419
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28420
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28421
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28422
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28423
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28424
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28425
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28426
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28427
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28428
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28429
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28430
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28431
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28432
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28433
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28434
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28435
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28436
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28437
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28438
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28439
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28440
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28441
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28442
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28443
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28444
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28445
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28446
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28447
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28448
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28449
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28450
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28451
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28452
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28453
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28454
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28455
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28456
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28457
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28458
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28459
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28460
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28461
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28462
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28463
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28464
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28465
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28466
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28467
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28468
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28469
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28470
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28471
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28472
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28473
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28474
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28475
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28476
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28477
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28478
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28479
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28480
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28481
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28482
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28483
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28484
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28485
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28486
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28487
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28488
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28489
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28490
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28491
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28492
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28493
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28494
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28495
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28496
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28497
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28498
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28499
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28500
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28501
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28502
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28503
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28504
	AGRpt_1949-1950-28505




