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To Herbert L. 'P1t),kham, Sht!r1ff, County · of 'tinc·oln 

Yo'tlr .lett~r ot December l3~h rec.eived. .• •. :!,n which ·you ask: 
• . •• , • • ,. I . • . ,. 

"l. Man-y call~, DQth. b7 te~ephone and in person, CO:mt) to the 
Cour1i House, W~scass_et,·rela,tive to busines-s ot:the Sher,itt-is'_ office·. , 
Is there s:ny provision· made ·-whereb7. a She~1.ff 's . o·rrice .is e~ta.blished 
·1n· tbe ,_~ll.ir~town of. a co~ty, either 07 stat12:te or oommon ~a.age?" 

An$wer. _Section 16 .of Chapter 79, R .. · s • .'1944,- ;provides;' "The 
oo'Ul'l,ty cormm...s·s1oners shall, .in the shire town of· their ·ooui:).ty, ~?- . . 
vide ahd keep in. repa.l,r ·court~howu~s. w1 th a .suita'bl·e room in ea.eh fer 
the county law librai-1':; jail,·, ·with_ ap~tments tc,r d~btcn-s· separat_♦ .· 
f'l-om ci~~l-s; . and, fi;c-e ... proof' 'Qu:lld1ng ot ·briek -or $~or;u~- to~. the i . 
saf'e-kee·p1ilg · 9f · records and · pape~s belongip.g to tlie. of'f':!eei, · of' ?'eg.is
ter of ·deeds:, 'a.net of. -~obate and. ·insolvency, 'and of the c,lei-k;, 0f . . 'I 

courts.· ~ • and also any other neeessal'.,Y, btiildin~.s. 1' ·_ . 
• • • : '. • I - , ' • • ( • • 

· In my opinion the words ''arid other rteoesaary bU:11dings·" 1ri"lud~ .. 
an office· in ~ jai;L. for th~ .county· sheriff, and if· the commissioners 
!'ail• to provide . an: office· :1,n . the j.ail tor. the ·sheriff, the7 wust pro
v1Jie one ·in E1ome other :Qounty 'building.~ County c.omm1s·s;1.oners in 
o:th-er. •ooim:ties . pravide·.- an c;,f !"iee for the sherif't · a~ the Court House 
and also at the ja11.· 1n eounti~s where e. ·jail is ma.iµtainep.~. lt ·-1$ 
a'Q'salutely neeess_s.ry !'Gr the· 1$.w e.nf'orcement o:ff'-ice:r:-s · ot th~ ·state 
to· be i'Ii a posittcin .at all 'times . to coritae~ .. the s_her1.1':t of .. each 
oo'\lllty, · e.nd· ~alls· b'y telephone s~o~d come -to a_ e_ent?-41,l :off'iee _in a 
oounty b1,1ilding, as th~ :J_a;w does ·not eo,ritemplat;e tha,t i;;h.e_ sh$ri.f'f' 
shall· maintain ·~n of't1:ee in his pri,vate · resip.enee, for the ;rea1;10n 
that Seetion·1ss o.r·.cnn:apter--79, whieh provides :f'o:r ·the s$.lar1.es ·()f 
.the several eouilty sher1:f'.fs·, pr-ovide·s · -f're-e · ~ental of the -hous-e c,r 
living apartmen:t connected w1tb, the co~ty. jail 'in ea® co1,1nty~ in8 
eluding the J+eoassar"f li~t- ·atid fuel;. and a11 a·ctual ~ necessary 
ex.pense·s '£0~ .:traveling ·and hote1 bi'lls within t.he1r. ·res·pect1ve··coun-. 

. ties and ·sucb. n,ce,s8.l'y_ :i,nciderttal expense-a as · ar_e j1,1st and pr'Qper , · ~ · 
incurred in thtr ·perfQr~ce. of' thei:i- public d~ties, including ~11 ·. 
neoes·s~ expenses -fol" . a;t~ -in ~ee~ing the j_aiJ.s~ sl:la1l b~- allowed by 
the respective 'boards of count.y eolDllli~lsioners of said counties · SJ1d · 

- paid .fro~ the o<?unt7 _tr~asuries. · · 

Question 2. . •'I have -endeavored -to maintain- a. suitabta place 
• in the Court House where such calls may be received, by placing th~re 

I dqring t~e working hours· a department representitive, same being -pai~ 
:rrom the.estimated budget. set up by the Board o:t County Commissioners. 
Am I permitted unde~ statute ~he ·amount necessa~y for. maintenance of 
such :a place?" 

117 answer to ,Question _2 is in the_a_i'firnµitive. ·I cited the sta
t~te p~oviding for your_neeess$ry expenses 1ri·the perfoi-me.nc, of'you:r 
public. duty as sher11":f;" , _ in my-· answer to Question No. 1. ~ 



~ ,,; . 
. Qu.estion 3~ ._"VvitlitJ;i i,tnooln C~;n:mtJ" .th~re 1a no :organized _poltef · ,. -· 

( depBl,'tme~t. We, in·,-eo?:1sjunot1on.w1th the State Police, take care ot tJ· e· 
-prao·t.1cally all violations-which come tc:, our attent1Qn. The Board o~/-.:3f 
County Comm+s~ioners_ ~e·· a -l:?iem'lial _ e~timate. of the amQu,nt~in their 
opinion, necessary · for -propE!r. enro~oeinent .i I:n this budast estimate,.· I 

, am in no . way consulte'<i. In ·your opin~on, mu.st · this _estimate oovel' en-

,, 

forcement ot· al_l atatutor7 laws with~n our jur1sd1e:t.1on?_ In Qase of 
mur~er or other ii:iajor felonies, am ·I oon:t'ine-d· to expendi'\;ttPe_s as. ea- ·· 

t1mated .by the Ooimt'1 Commiseion~·rs, or is ·tne amount expended .. toi'· 
m.y ~ep~tment . iett to my p~op~ judgment and disoretio~?" . ' . . ' . . . . 

. · . Answer t.o Quest'1on3. As I stated in ."flJ.Y answer to Question· No··. l, 
tqe Attorney Ge:nera1 1a o:t':t'ice; the of,t'ioe,. or 'the Ma.ine ·St~te Police· 
at Augusta, . and .the ·o:f'.t":t,~e o~-_the Seoretuy· ot St~te , .. e.apeo1all7· the 
Mo.tor · Velliole Di vision, expect .._ sher.1.f'f' to. have an, of'f'ice where. he. 
am be r.eaohed"6onven1~ntly b7 telephone, and. every person eleeteQ qr 
_appointed, sherif.t"·o-t · :C,1nooln . Courity · llll1,St give· a bon~ to ·the 'l'reas'lU'~ 
·of .. the State w-ith at ·least · three. s:u.tf'10~~12t · au,retie~• - o~ -a &Ul'et7 com
pany bond in.the amoun~ ·of'·$2s,ooo., e13nd1t1o~ed tor · tlle ·faithf'ul .per.--: 
fo:r-man~ :or tha · d~ies. Gf' l11s .-dut:!,es, and.· to -answer .-ro;r all :Q.egJ.eet . 
and misdoingl? -of his _4eput1~s. Tne o·rt1oe or · sheriff .is a Const1tu- · .. · 
tional offioe. See •. Article-· IX, Sectioi:i 3 o~ tli• Const~tut1on 0£ Ma1ne. 
~e off'ice of count7 eommissioriel" · 1-s a statutory office, and the eta:- · 
tute·im.poses· eerta~~ duties -~pon_~he board of oounty eomm1as1oners. 
Some Gt. these·r have enumerated 1n my ans•er to _yo~ Question No. 1, 
It 1·s the · ~uty. ot the · co'\lllty e.ommis151oners unqer· the statute to .t'urn1$h. 
su:f'f'1c>1ent mo.ne7 .£,or the shertftts .department .. .t'or the ,prc;,per per,to:rzn
anae ·of . their -ciuties :1n · en£orc1~ the laws o~ ~~e··s-t;at~ and th~ ·county. -~i 
~ oa~e o·f murders· or other·. :ma:jor . .felonies· Y~t!. - ~Q .to ~se yoUI" b·es_t . ~ 
j"udgment., in the · matter- of expenditures_ of money tor the 1n:Mstigat1on • j 

· of the er~es · and the apprehen~ion of the criminals~ 'Wb1le. the st~tute . •1 
' do~s not ~,equire . tb<J . 0,c,unty · oQ~s~ione;-.a · tc;> · eonter .wt th 7ou. 1n regard _;j 
. to_ t~e budg~t esti:piate for the e~oreemeri.t 0£ the · criminal lan o.t' the ~i 
State in Lin'Ooln County, 1et I deem it ·adv1sable-.tl1at- the.71 so o:ons·ult 1 you, --so· that yo·u Q&n e.xp1a!n -an1 de:t'1c1eno1es. ;in- the _budget for _this• .--,: 
purpose. The .county 0Qmmi1;1sioners _ are amenablf) to· t~e statutes a·t the · .i' 
State, $.a well. ·as any othe~_ persons, and 1.t they ~111"ull:,y 'fiol~te the · 
s.tatut&liJ _Of ·Maine,. th~:r.·ean be pr9$eeuted fe,'!;' so · d.o_ing. It s.ee:a,.s to me . 
-that_ you and the ~o,m'1;7 ~.ommissioners ~bQuld get· toget)l.er -.and have -an · .• 
una_erst~d4ng 9.:s to -t~e .s:itu.atipn ,with, regard to furnishing s_uti'icient ·l'j 
mone~f~r the . pmpose of -en:rorelng• the -. laD, as· this is a ser1ou-s sit-q, .. _.· l 
·ation in om- 8-t;ate, as our State 'is _in.!'-ested with la:w v:tplators an~ . ;;i 
-hold.:.up men, _and .we in this ~t!'iqt n~ed all the _oo·:operat.ion that we ~ 
can . get from Jitat_e .·and .e.ounty boa!'~s whioh have _to do with the enforee- ~:1 
ment ot the-~riminal law~~ . . . 

RWF:e. 

. . . ·' 

Ralph w. Farris 
AttoI"Iley G.enerai 
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