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To.. L. C •. Fortier, Chairman.!. M. o. C. ·c. , · 
B.e: AQIQun~ to Re~ Bener:i-ta ~ ·Diaqualificatt011 ca~s . . 

section 5 of the Uitemployment Com.pensittion Law r~ads in part -as 
~llow.a; . . 

·"Au individual shall be di-squalil:ted f.or benefits: 

·(.a) J'or the week ~ •ieh he has left work · 
vo11;111:tarily :ld.tho~t ·good ea\1$e, U • fQund by 
the comm:l4Sion, ~d foX' nQt le•a th.an 1 ,nqr llOre 
tbn th• S ,,eeka whic.b, imraecli~ly follow s~h 
w~ek (in a.4dition. to the waiting .pui.Qd),· as 
.det~Ciin~d b7 ti. .:eomiid,ss~ according to the 
~1rcU1G;Staticea in 4aCb. caae.; and ht• 111ax1-m,:nn benefit 
~unt ··~hall be re.~eci bv an. ,_un.t -.qutva.l•nt 
to the nambe,r of iJUCh weeks Qf ·diaqualf.e'icattmt 
times ·his. we.ek1y b~f:f.t $iC>Ultt; ••. n 

Al$ t:,l."igina11y ~-Q!.d.~ the same section .read iu part:' 

••An 1u#.v1.-dua1 · ·•:na1l be di•tl;Jal:l.fied. f4r benefit•: 

· (a) !'.or . the -.ek in which. he hit~ 1~ft ll'ork 
voluntarily w.itboµ.t .goQd ca~, if. JlO foUll.d hy 
.. c,QDUD.i$q.1.Qn -.nc:t fg:t 110t ~,s .than the l 11.Qr 
mo.r-e than the .5 ·•eki,. which l-..412¢ely f-q.llow 
-11uch ...-~e.k . (in· a4dit1tm i-ct the waiting ~pertQd) • 
.ai, de~rmined ~ ~ commiss~n ll1;eor~ to the 
Cireumii·t.:ancea ln ~h case; w · 

'8$,f~re amendiaent the clsJ.11¥lUt ·suffered, merely • delay~ Aft.er 
t.ne- amen~t, he suf f-Q.:ts, -in s.dditiQn i:~ delay, . a pec'U:1118%1 lo•s. 

was it. inte~d that the pecunis.xy loss ·should eltceed · th:e iu:ullbex 
of ,te~ka fqr which he woul.4 oti.:tri.ae ~e bee entitled.to b••fita 
if it-~ nc;,t fQr the d1aq_u.a11.fy1n& deci•i.QJ1? 

.. Spe«:i.fica.lly, .the ·41.ue.stto.1'\ l!'aued ts whether, 1'hen a d1.•qualif1w 
cation . . i$ imp.Qsed, the ~~ -of ~ reduction in av•ila.ble ben•fita 
,nall l,e ·:detel:'Dline.d by the ~umber Qf weeks impo,s,ed by the dec:1$1.®. 

ilti:$ '2J. ·1. ••• 1. l for the -.ek 1n lthich tlul offena.e was cQmlllitt49·d ,11111 
for- t.he wa ting periqd,. :Qr ·whetber the aa.Qunt aµtOl:lld be de~rad.'ned 

aimp1y by multip1ying by t~ 'BU.12tber of •eks tmpc>aed by.the dec1s1Qtt. 

Tile gell.eral rule With respect to relative and qualifying words ia 
tha~ ·"relative ,and q_us.1ify1ng. wbrQs a,n.d phrases, gr$111iat:ically and 
legs.liy·~ where no contra;-y intention appea.rs, refer sol.el-y to the . 
last antecedent"~ (Lewis' St¢herland on Statutory Coru,truct.fbn, Sec. 
420, p. 811) 
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In :examining the ·•t.~e:a it 4ppe.ar.s clear that the word., -"auch 
weeks",. a11 ~d 1i1 the lat.ter p0rt1.QD. -Of the a~tion, xefer to t:be 
"=t le.a.a.than the 1 iio.r JDQT~ than the 5 week.sit a• ~ed. earlie-r in 
the sect:i()D. · If ·tlds •re UO.t clear, it becQJDea so, in the 1.ight :of 
t;be g~neral rul- quo(:ed s.bQve, for upon atlaly•is, the last a.rttecedent 
_to ttata<=h weeks'' sa us~ in -the latter part qf the_ sectiQn C'1D -only be 
the words. ref~rred to .. above. 1lbese are the · lft!ek$ of ·p~na1ty as ia1p(H,ed 
by _-QQmmf.JU\iQD. action. 

· It furtM.r -.buld •ppe.ar that in applyiDg the general rule a per"' 
fec.tly 1-ogi.c;:al r.eault :l,4 n.ached tain.Qe .unifa.rmly a,nd in •11 ca~s t~ 
amount of the red.uct;.ton Will be t;:he pr•ei·se SJJIQunt that WQuld ot:ii.r■-
_wlse ::cqver compen••b.l~ _.ks .. If a -claint-.n·t ·had, wit'iwl t~ beo.eftt 
year• pr.evious.ly served a .waiting period, tha. ~r.a;y ~traction 
:eou.l,;d ~--= ·a,p~lt, -smce t~.e we>uld b.e DO wait~.rer.iod -ek ,d..thin 
the · di4qual1lying perie>.d •. c;,anerally, a.n in.d:l.v . canuc>t be pabi 
~ the wa•k in wtl1ch hi$ a~puatioit. oc~ut•, b&~use he Wi,ll liQ~ b• 
rea!At~red fo'r 1'0rk ·o~ W111 hq'e ·ea~ed 1D. :excesa. Qf hi• benefit 
4Jlt.QU1¢ :Dl:' w1ll '$)·t have •~d hi• W'aitfn& :,•r.tod. 

The. .-.elts prec.~ the ~cis.ton-imposed p,inalty •eka 11$1ce 
.a.1:e -.t -<;0mpe11sa~le we~a ·of ~JDplo~t. ~ ~ul peualty ·c>t' fqrfeituri 
stem$ from the ·d.ici.as.qn imp0sug tt . 'illid embr&t!Hlf the. -.ks which bl 
n:o~l «1qarse .uld 11.qe heea ~able. 'nlia irJ a logical ad c01\ .. 
Jliat•nt x-eaultw It re.$2,lta fl:'om. ~pplying the applicable ge.-r•l rul• 
of ·@nat~tiqm and not bq.m. doing v~l.ence to u:. 


