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October 29, 1948 °

To B. Waldo Burgess, Town Manager
Re: State Taxafion of Private Property in Federal Territory

v ® M{ opinion, based uvpon a Xirus,al af the Federal
and State statutes re atins tn the Limestone Alr Base¢, the mere
ownership of land within: a State by the United States does pot -
deprive the State of ita jurisdiction over such area. Private pro~
perty within such area remaing subject to State and mmicipal taxa-
tion, gxce_it in so far as the power to tax may have been relinguished
by the legislatuve nf the State or its exercise would interfere with
governmental fumctiom. ' .

You stated on the telephone yesterday that the Tyler
Gompany of Springfield, Massachusetts, had ledsed aquipment tq the
Lave Construction Company, which is doing the work at the Air Bdse
at Iimedtone} thdat the T fer Company had no contxact with the =~
Goyernment and wae recelving compensation from the Lane Congtruction
Company for the use of sald machinery and equipment used om ths Alr
Base, which equipment wds in the Town of Limestome on April 1, 1948,
fnd A tax wAn dsgessed on sald persomsal property of the Tylexr Conipany
ag of April 1st of thig yeax. '

- Singes: there has been no act of the legislature relin-
qni.shininthe right of the State to exercise its power to tax and
since, oty opinion, the exgritse of the taxation ,Euw'ars of the
State in this case would interfere with governmental functioms at
‘the Limestone Alr Bdge, the agseasment 18 & proper and just assegs-
ment, and the amownt of the tax asssaséd shotuld be pald by the Tyler
Company . .

Ralph W. Farris
Attorney Géneral
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