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Octagber 4, 1948

To the chalrman of a Piscataquis .(__:bi_mty- committee on Bible Instructicn

I received your letter requesting infarmation xelat ta the
teaching of religion in the 1ic schools of our State and my opinion
concern the e of religious education npw being carried on by
geveral of the churches in your area.

" You state that a few years ago the pastorsg and church leaders in
several churches expregsed %r,we concern gver the fatct that 50 many.
of the children in our rural sectiong had nu access to church or Sunday
E.chﬂgi. Pigmigsign :’g._: grant-edl];y the sehuol .offt‘c:la}:i ta ;‘:Low mclmq )
asgoclation of churches to a womsn €0 visit these schogls
in the rural districts fax ﬁgphnzr Pgmwgek, to be given over to Bible
Instruction, the type to be non-séctarian. You further state that
three 'years ago you moved intg this sred and were appuinted chalrmadn
of the pommittee, to have c¢harge of this project, and that the parents
in this rurval digtrict and the tesdchers welcomed this addad feature of
the schoel ewrriculum, You state that the "released time" proviesiom of
law capnot be utilized in these schools, for thare are no chuxiches
::'Egre, and the only building for any public dssembly is the schopl

jouge .

You dtate that since thid gentleman from Southport has brought
the iggue to the fromt recently, . . you have bean conperned sbout
this project and you ask if you are vinlating the law by carrying this
teaching program Into the publie schooly and whether you mudt dis~
continue this work, evén though thewe ig no vbjectipn to it in the

digteiet sexved. . .

A8 I stated in my lettexr to the superintending school committee
at Boothbay Harbor, I am not pexmitted to glve opinions tp schoal
ctémnlttees or private individuals, My dity ig to advise and to give
opiniong to State officidls who have charged &f the varicus matters
which make up the soverelgnty of oQur Stake. Mr. Ladd is Commigsionex
of Education. If 1 should make any official xuling, it would have to
be thraugh his office. Someone would have to request him for a ruling,
and if he thought it was proper, he would ask me to give his office
m opinion relating té the subject matter,

Qur statute in regard to reading the Bible in our public schools
provides that mo séctarian commerit or teaching shall be g:rmi_tm.d.
Each student shall glve respectful attentfion, but shall be free in
his own forms of worghip. Jle not rendering any opinion in this
matter, I will say in passing that the Illinois "released time"
statute provided far religious instruction by dehiominatiomal teachers
and that they were using public school building for this purpase.
That 18 why the Supreme Court of the United States ruled that it was
‘not a complete separation of church and State and that the taxpayers'
money should not be used for religlous ingtruction, The Eeading of
Bible is an educational feature of our public schools up tq the ggﬁsent
time., A8 I wrote the school committée of Boothbay Harbor, they should
adhere to the statute until it has been changed the legislature pr

by decision of the courts.
' ' Ralph W. Farris
Attorney Genexal
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