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Mr. Haro 14 .. B ,· . Cliff' ord 
Superint·er:xdent ·ot "Sohool 
Boothbay Ha.:t-bor, _Ma'ine 

Dear Mr •. 011:f':f'ord, 

, September 28·, 1948 V 

.. !•receive~ 70lll' letter of September,22~d, 'enclosing~ 
copy of' a letter.·which the s()hool b'oar-d had: teceived from. Fi-ank 
G-•. Hughes, ci ated .Se1{tem.ber- 11, 194·9·. You state that·· 701.1, reei" I . · 
might,_'.b~ 1riter$.'3ted ·at least tor ead the ·1ettijr which .Mr~ H~es . 
sent.··you and. ·yc;rli·r~~uest· ··lD:e ·to return· the_· lette~. l'ou··~ther ask 
ma. to ~i.te _ ,a 2!Pecif~e ~ opinion as -possibl$ regardiDg th:l.a · · 
~tter~. · · ..... - ·· . . ' 

. .Tlu,. st-atute. d.c>e~f.D.C]t require the: A;tto.rney· Gene:tte.l '1f De-
:pa:rtment to _render ~it.ten gp;niQns to ·m.em,bers Q;f.'. loep.1-· sohc;,ol 
·boards and pm.nic:tpal· otf'ieers. Ol)lnions ·relating to ·_school ma:tters 
are made. tQ· tlie· , CQmmis·~toJ:i.er of. EdueatJ.o.n-f 1lhd :f!•Ptes-ettts\.th:a · . 
Statf) 1Ile:duc•t1onal matters: and·.1,f yo}Sj. wisll an opi~on ·on the •. 
interpretation o:f_ Seetion 12'7 ·Qt Chapte;i- ~7, R. s. 1944.:, .;r ·sugges:b 
that you· gei;_ in. touob wi;th. _Commis~U .. oner_· Ladd and r equeet him to · · ' 
ask fQr. an <>Pin~qn fr(?!Xl.' this oi'tioe ~. I_. c ontaetad · Mr;~ Ladd r ~r o.t'fic~ 

-7osterda1;: but ~e was out. of town and will not return until. te-
~rrow mc;,r:niJ;Lg • . _ . -.. . . ·. · · · 

r :w1il. · say this. mueh, howeve:i- ,··in regard to the I_lljn~is 
case t6 whicl:,, M:i:"~. Hughes re:ters ·1n:h.1s littel:' to the ,s·ohool b9ard~ · · 
In ·the case of 1IcCollum ·.vs. -Board· ·o.r·Edtica-tion, Chempaign •·oo1U1tf, · 
n11:nois ,·. the loca;i board .. of e ducatfon ·in· that.- d.i"sti-1ot hao. agreed . 
to . thtf ·gi viilg . ot rellgiou·s ins tructio:ti ·_ 1n the s choo le under· a "re-: 
leased ···ti•" urangement lihereby pupils lfhose,"parent1;1 signed- .11re- · 
q,uest · c~ds-~ ·were· p~rmi tted _to att·erid religious instruction· coursies 
.coi:).duotea·during regµlar school ho'tU"siin·tne·s~hool bw,lding.b7 
. outside.·teaohers !'u:t>nis,~~d:. by· a religiou,r · oo~oil -repl"esenting 
the various faiths·, ·.suoje¢t to · the approval .and· sup_ervis"i.on .or·· the 
superlnt.endeJJ.t o~ schools. Attends.not;!! reco:rds .w,re kept·~~---repo~ted 

· to tha ··scl:iool" a~thorities in the BBl:lle way as fo~··other·.elai,.1:s"e·s, 
·and pupils no~ attending the religious 1nstruot1Qn elasses were 
req~ired to continue their· reg$~ secular studies. · . . . . .. . . .. . . •, - . 

. 'l'b.e· United Stat·es· ·supreme Court held, in an opinion·•'by • 
Justice Bla,ek~ that. this"" arnngeJ#ent was.". in ·vio;J.ation of th,e oons·t1-
tutional :principle: ·of $eparation'·or· church a.p.d State~ as ~xpressed · 
In tl+e F:trst Amendment·, and""aocordingly the State· Courts· :t>elow had 
acted erro:neously··1n rerus1ng· -relie.f to-~he complainant; parent and 
taxpayer:· again~t the continued use of s·chool buildings _for_ such 
religious 1:tistruc,tion.. · · · 
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Our· statute· relat·1ng to· · the reading. G:f 'the .Bible ill the 
public schools dG~s not_ 'provide: _f9r I'&l1g1ous ·1nst·ruction in the 
-schools; and th~ legislature- :that- enacted. £¥'a. at a~ute ·provide'd 
·that there shall be no· deno~n'e.ti,onal or · seot~ian. cQmment ·ot 
teaoh1pg, and each s~udent shall,- gi v~· respect~· att.ention and 
$hall be ·rree 1~ ·h1s own for_ms of wors~ip. ·No t~eolog1~al, cloctrines 
ai-e tat1ght· ·1n our p~blia schools, · and ·,£;he· creed of no .sect 1s a:t- · 
firmed or· denied.· .Tl:le t;'Uth o~ falsehood ·or the book in' whi~h the 
sobolars are required ·to r ·t:ia.d is ·not asaerted. No• int;er.f'erenee ,P1 
way· of. instruct~ofl. with ' tb.f;I . • vi~ws. o:t."' .. tlle spholars, wh~tller der1 ved. 
.tl'o.m t-he :parents or the school aut~ori.ties, is eb.Qwti. ~e Bible--·:1.s 
used ·~e11 ·"a.s a ·book ·in·whie:q.- instructio,:P. -in. r&ad.1ng··1~ ·given a,nd 
is · no more an 1:iiterte1-e~ce wi tb·· rel"igious "tfelie1's. than ·wou1d- t~e · 
re.,ding~'cff .the m1tho1ogf- ot ~$tio·e ·•and··R01:li9 ·ce an att'irma.tion qt :· . 
the p,,_gan· ,oree.d;.~ The · Bfble is . used· m,e~elr as. a .~e~ding boo~ anq. · 
t'or. :tlle · :t,p.to~ti~n .:~01;1tained · ~~:_· 1 ~, · ~d· ?U?t t~r. · relisious. ~~struc• 
tion. If. stud6nts -~n our publ~e scliools wel'e proh1b'1tea l'rom r eadihg 
tlie ~ Bible·, ~they . would. ·1,e !g~ora.nt of · 1 ts .· oonte;its II The vot.e· or:_ the · 
seboc;,l "board.-to·_·ce>ntinue reading t~e Bible -in ·tlifi. sehools:'.of· Booth- · 
-bay·, ·s ·outhpo:z.t ·. and· Edgecom.b .. ·was proper; a·~ m·_laws" on· our statute 
bo~, ··are ... p~e·sume·a _to ·be co.nsti tutional 1mtil ~eels.red qtherwise, · 
,by ·a court ·ot ·competent jurisdic:t;ion.. · 

. . .. ' . : . . ,. . . . . . ·- ,. . . . . 

·A·s per your. req~est, rr·eturn herewitli the letteP wh;toh· 
·Ji;'. R-µgb.e$ sent to the ·sob,opl:. boar.d. · · 
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Very· trul7 y~~s, 

Ralph W •· Farr1·s 
Attorney qe~eral 

' 

•• 

• 


