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W . September 28, 1948

1

¥Mr. Hareld B: Clifford
Superintendent of School
Boothba.y Haxrbor, Ma*in_e _

Degr Mr, Olifford

- B reeaived your letter of September'zznd enclosing a
copy of a letter. which the sohool board had raceived from Frank
G. Hughes, dated September. 11, 1948, You state that you feel I
might be 1nterested ‘at least tor ead the letter which Mr, Hughes
sent you and you rsquest me to reéturh the letter, You Turther ask
mﬂt:o write a8 specific an opinion as possible régarding this
matter.

Thp statute does not réquire the Attorney General 'a De-
pertment to render written ppiniens to members of local school
‘boards and mnnicipal officers,. Opinions" relating to school natters
are made. to the Commisaiomer of Education; whd be¥pfesenis’ the
State 1n e duestional matteras: snd If you wish an opinion on the
interpretation of Section 127 of Chapter 37, R. S. 1944, I suggesd
that you get im toush with Commissioner lLadd &na:-equsat him to
-ask for an opinion from this officé. I contacted Mr., Ledd’s office
-yosterday, bub he was out of town and will not return untll to-

morrow morning.- - 4

CIowille say this mueh, howevér, in regard to the Illinois
cdse to which Mr, Hughes Péfers Iin-his leétter to the .school boabd.
In the égse of Mclollum ve, Boerd of Edication, Chempaign County,
I1linois, the LocAL board of edueédtion in LhAL dlstrict hed agreed .
to the giving of relizious instructlion in the schools under a "re-.
leased” tims" arrangement Whereby puplls whosé parents signed Mre- -
queBt- carda® were pérmitted to atténd religlous instruction courses
conducted during régulsr school hoursiin the sghool bullding by
outside. téachers furmlshed by a religlous councll representing .
thé variovs faithas, subjeét to the approval and supervision of the
superintendent of schoolad. Attendénce records were kept and reported
* te the school authorities in the ssmé way as for other classes,

‘and puplls not atténding the religlous imstriction classes wers
regquired to bontinue their reguhar secular studles. -

i The  United States Suprems Court held, inh an opinion by #
Justice Black, that this” grrangement was. in violation of the constl-
tutional .'principle -of separation of church and State, as expressed
in the First Amendment, and accordingly the State Courts below had
acted erroneously in refusing rellief to thé complalnent parent and
‘taxpayer agalnst the dontinued use of school buildings for such
religlous instruction,




y ' s

g ur statute rélating to the reading of the Bible in the
publie schools does not provide for reéligious instruction in the
-schools, and the legialature thet- enacted this statute provided
‘that there shall be no denominational ér sectarian comment or
teaching, snd each student shall give respectful attention and
ghall be free in his own forms of worship. No theological doctrines
are teught in our public schools, and:the ereed of no sect 1s af- -
firmed or denled. Ths truth or falsehood of the book in which thé
scholars eare requlred to read 1s nét asserted. No interference by

. - way of instructioh with the .views of the sgholars, whether derived
from the’ parents or the sechool authorlties, Is shown. The Bible is
used merely B8 & book in whieh instruction in reading is given and
1s ho more an interfererice with i‘eligious bellefs than weuld the’
reading of the mythology Jf Greede-and Rome be an affirmation of

' the pagan creeds. The Bible is used- merely a8, & reading book end -
for. the’ information ‘contained in it, and not for rellglous instrue-~
tlon. If studénts ii our public schools were prohﬁi?éa_fim
TRe Biblé, ;they would Be Igrorént of its coxtents, The vote of the’

: School board to continue reading the Bible 1n ‘tHe schools'of Booth--
‘bay, Southport. and Edgécomb was proper, a's all lawa on our statute
books “are. preaumad fe be éonstituticonal until decla.red otherwise
by 'a courtof: competent Jurisdietion. '

" 'AS per your request Iz eturn herewith the letter which
MY, Hughes sent to the schaol boerd. ;

Very truly yours,

N ' Ralph W, Farrils
Attorney General

* . " RWFic



