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September 7, 1948 

~ Frank.lln Fisher·, E&.(luire .. 
Re: '.BA~al .e.nd Renewed Re•i~e. ·o.f V'ot" 

I have yQur lettu of Sev.tember 4th, inquiring· if these is any 
reason _:why the name ()f Nelli• M. CObb* .cannot be placed on. the voting 
list in Aubu.m ld.tbotit ber appearing personally ~fore the !pit.rd. You 
,call p;ty attention tc) Secti"O!i 19 of Chapter 3, R·. s., as -.nen.ded 'by 
·erutptf!r 317 '1 •.. i.. l.94S, lfhi-eh r~qUir~s a person to appear personally 
before the bosrd to prove tha~ he possession the qµalif :lcatiQna Qf a 
voter., I agr~ with you that t.be .tit~nt :of the Ugislature W.llJI that 
this p~-ision shoJ:tla. •pply· t.o _a · person who .had never qua.lilied U. • 
vo~r\ You ci~ in yc>ur liatter Section 16 of Cbap~r 3l R._. :S. , which 
p.l'OV1--de·a that the. board shall .J:tot p1ace on the vo.tlUg lat th& u.-

••of 111lY ~.raQxt w~ shall ·not pera.c)lla11y 11.ppeu 
befi>re the boat~ ill b1,e1t ·se.a•~ $td r~ue:st i.tJ 
-but·. -no~1n-g 1n t.bJ.• chapt•r _shall be J4 -co1t
st11J,ed aa _to- r~ct'ldr.e an:r voter, 1th4)ae '11,8118 11 
*~ac:ly upbJ,l 111111 ward 1 at $id wb,o afterwards 
movta lr.om. •uch ward to a.ny othe~ wu in llQCb 
.c1.ty,. to .•ppear pe;,:aon.ally bafox:e the t,par~- in 
0%-.de.r tbat hit~ ,u.y be tra;rlSferred f~ 9ne .-a.rd ltist .tc, a.notMr ~•' · 

JO• in · -X'f;lading all the pxov1-.1.0J1S • find ~t:" · this a~t:i.-on 
.applie.s t>.nl)' to tho$~ votera who ~ --~-.n:a&rr•d fr• •.a:rd ·to ••:rd 
·111: t~ c:i.ty ldt~re ·th•y ba.ve ·r,n;ce e,;uaWu4' ~-•·-voters and haV.e J-.• 
bly regis~ted .. ~Qu ld.11 .-ou ':that '.-~ :t•· :lsllltw:.".e made thi.s iillteeJ) .. 
J:b;)n '.but that they did not go-fa,r ~n.o~' .to ~ept t.bQ'ae wbA had 
9.ua11fied and then gon• .to .,:.oth,er city· p~ town and. ··regi•tered that".•• 
bec11uae .the vo~r wJ:lo. ha.a · ,,... e>~14.e·. p~ tile ei9 -.St re-t(ual.ify, 
to .ett.tabli-sh ~ st~~ uq~r~:nt$ • ·• to· .eligibility to vo.te 
aga.tu in the ~it;y -of '4iburti. Atl:y .Qther c-.atrueti.Olt, iii. l1!+Y ~pl.ni.on,
would o,-u the··-dqar to. fr$1d. TIJat .is the :r.eat:O'lt t.tie legl-.1•-tstt• 
ltmite.d the ~u.str~t!QJ:t to. appjj ·~1y· to· thoae whC> . .ove f~ wud 
tq ward ·in . a given city. · · 

You stat~ ~b.¢ eyid$\t1y a. person whQ ha$ eye_r pX'O'Ved that: be is 
a ·qual.ified voter does nqt ;hiaye t-(1- prove it ag•ln to the e.- 'bo~.d 
of ·r•gia.t:rati.O,n. The:te 4$d.n I ·call you at·tention to the fa,ct that tbe 
per$011nel of the board.a qf ·reg1Ettration chqea. -and a1thongh the origi .. 
na1 r$g;L~tt"ati.an ·card of Nelli.a M. Cobb may be somewhere 1n the £1lea 
-~f the ·o££1ce of the board .of reg1strati.Qll, yet she hu lost her votiq 
r.esideJJce · in tb,e ~itf of .4ul,urn 411-d mu.t:4t qpalify -sa~ as to her x•.si- . 
de.nee in Auburn before she can be _placed on tbe 11-.t. Sbe must per•onall:, 
afpear befor.e tbe bo~d 1n 9pen sessiQn •d re'-uest reg~•trs.tion• so 
that; the ·members o_f the boar.a Wi,11 .have an opportmtity tQ correct her 
card ·and qua.1ify her- again a• a registered voter in the city of Auburn •• 

KEY:c 
B.alpb w. ·rants 
Attorney General 

~rmer resident, unable "because of phyalcal in~ity'1 

to appear before tbe bo~d in p~rson. · 


