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Septembex 7, 1948

To Franklin Fisher, Esquire .
Re: Remgval gnd Renewed Residence of Voter

I have gzu_r letter of September 4th, inquir if these is an
reagson why the name of Nellie M, Cobb* cannot be placed on the vot
list in Avburn without her ap{éear:l.ng péersonally before the Bpard. You
call my attention ta Section 19 of Chapter 3, R, 8., as amended by
Chapter 317, P, L. 1945, which requires a person to azgear ersonally
before the hoard to prove that he possession the qualifications of a
voter. I agree with you that the intent of the legislature wds that
this provision should apglz' to a persom who had never qualified as a
voter, You cite in your letter Section 16 of Chapter 3, R. §., which
provides that the board shall not place en the voting 11st the name

"of any person who shall not personally appear
before the board in o 'sessianle and reqzesgpiti
but nothing in this chapter shall be sq con-
strued as to require an{avnta.r, whose name is
aJ_.rgadgé upon any ward list and who afterwards
mpoves Lrom such ward to any other war in soch
city, to ‘npgiar personally befoxe the bpard in
order that his name may be transferred from one
ward liat to amother." '

80, in reading all the provigions weé f£ind thar this sectiom
applies only to those voters who are tydnsferred from ward to waxrd
in the eity where they Have once qualified as voters and have been
diuly registered. You will note that the lg islature made this excep-
tion, but that they did not go far enough’ to except those who had
qualified and then gons to another city ¥ town dand regiastered there,
because the voter who has been outside of the city must re-qualify,
to edgtablish the statutory mznqirmnta as to eligibiliry to vote
again in the city of Ayburn, other eomatriction, in my opinion,
would open the door to fraud, Iga; t is the reason the legislature
limited the construction to app¥y only to those who move from ward
to ward in a given city. .

You state that eyidently a person who has ever proved that he is
a qualified voter does nit have to prove it again to the same board
of reglstration, There again I call {o_u attention to the fact that the
persormel of the boards of registraticom changes .and althgugh the origi~
nal reg!.ztratmn ‘card of Nellie M. Cobb may be samewhere in the files
of the office of the hoard of registratiom, {er. she has logt her voting
residence in the eity of Auburn and must qualify again as top her resi-
dence in Auburn before she can be placed on the list. She must perponally

pear before the board in open session and request registration, sa

the members of the hoard will have an ongrtunigeﬁo correct her

card and qualify her again ags a registered voter in city of Auburn. .

Ralph W. Farris
REF:c Attorney General

*Former resident, unable "becduse of physical inflirmity"
to appear before the bpard in personm. '



