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··. August 31; 1948 

To N. S. Kupeli~ M.P.,_Superintendent of Pownal State ~e~ool 

. .. 
I' received 7our· memo of August 25th, relating to-. the respon• 

. sibll.i.ty. of tp.e Superintendent wh~n boy& and girls . are taken from · 
:the 1nstit~t1o.n by l".elatives or outsider~. You state that ;L~ has 
oeen· the eust~m to grant permission to re~ativ•a ,m4 friends,~ 
sometimes to permanent empl9yees, to take l)atie;nts ·out 'for- ·a · g o.od • 
time. ff)r a . day or p~t of a. day, · using their' a:atomobiles or· g..:>ipg 
by. bus· or train, ap.d 8.l.E;10 to give pez-miesion to pati~nt~ to _work .. 

. outside, picking apples or beans, or doing othe~ farm or ho~e wo~k , 
in the ··neighbo;-hood, for which they rece1 ve . pay. ~se day trips 
are not o()vered ~Y. an7- s1gn~d ~reemen~. . · · · · · · · 

. .It 1$ 'm1 opi,nion that·, $.~ -Superintend,nt ~ y~u shouid. ~~(rure 
' • sig11ed agre-en,.en_ts wh~never pt>aaibl~, -when anyone tak_es ·a patien~ 

off· the g~o'tlllds ~ . and, t ·h.at yqu s~uld refuse. permission t9 any- pei-- · · 
son whQm. you think up.fit to operate\~ ·autQmobile -· er .. who h~ a • 
:r.-e-oor.d, , of . having he.cl am. acc1-dent ~- to · te.ke patients for. 1'1(1es .. in · 
automobiles~ It . is up to you to give or refuse permission to s:A"l­
one · to ta,ke patients. ~om the groun·ds ·. ·I ·do not co~s14,er that ycp,1 
would ·be· personal.ly responsible in. _.o•~e .-an aooiden.t hapJ>ened to · 
.t.b.ese pati~nts while they were out· under ·these eil"oumstances, . 
prQVided you ·had exercised-ordinary C$.r8 i~ granting p~rmiss1on. 

RWF:o 
! 

Ralph w. :.F~ie· 
Att9rney G~neral 


