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J~1 ao, 1948 

•, To Fred ~- Ber:ry, ·state Auditor 
~Re: . Audit, · on Petl tio:c1 

.. 
J 

. ·r. received 7our memo of July 13th, _enclosing a _letter _-and peti.:. 
tion re-eeived;from Willie Walk;er, requesting an audit of the books · 
and records of Allagash ~lantation for ·the Tiscal ·years ending MarQh 
m., ·l947 ·and Feb;-uary, 1948. '!'ou. state i?). :your ·memo t~e.t it we.$ $.X.
plained to the taxpayers of the ple.nt~tion- that any petition filed 
with your office should bear .tbe signature of the to·wn clerk, oe~ti-· 
.fy!Ag that thos'e signipg; -t;he p~tition w~re. a,t lea.st 10% or the l~galli· 
qualified voters, ·but that· tl,.e taxpayer who mai;l.ed you thi.& petition 
~ta.tee i~ his ·.lett·er t~at· .t~e town· clerk refused to certify '{;o t)l.ose· 
names-. :You ask for t)l.e -p~oper procedure wder these .circ~st8.llc8s. . . . 

. • • 'L 
I would _advise not to audit these po~ks unless you are eer·tain. 

that at least ·_lo~ of· t;he legallt qualified vo.ters are re_prese~t~d· .. on 
th.is pet1 t1:~r.i..· · · 

. . It ·appears that we are in the p~si tion, . on the. a-µdi t .of the .. 
Squirrel Island ·village .Corporation, of not having a eu.fficient number 
or_ -vote?'s .on the petition •. r'...note in the Vi~l.age Corporation r'eport 
th~t they voted, nc;>t to pay the· ~tate for t.be._ a~d;t t_ ot ~he eorp6~at;ton 
cooks ~de PY· your d~partment.· . 

r think· f:rom now on· the.· only ~Ide· procedure would' ·be to -have _the,. 
' ·town elerk o~ the corpora~ion cl~rk ·ee~tify that th$ petition contains . 

'the names '.'of at least· 10%, of. the legally qualified voters of· the town, 
plantation dr.v:2,.llage· corporation .• 'The le·tter of Willie Walker··• .a;d,- ... 
·dre.ss'3d to Mr. Singer, states t:t,.at the petition cai1tains' the names 9f 
4,0 legal voters in the town or Allagash; whiQh does.not' mean.~y-Pl:ling. 

" ' . . ' ' . . . -~ 

As he stat·~s,· the p.eti~ion does not ·bear 'the town c·lerk's signature, 
because· she refuses t~ ·certify to !t; ·although she admits t~a.t, ·the : 
sign,aa:t~es are _those of legal vot.ers; ~t may be po~sible that they ~e 
,!!ltgn:atr\.\ztes 0£ _legal ·voters··, 'but no one has of.ficially- cheQk~d th~; .. 

· . and, no one has certified that · the petition contains the ·names of a~ . 
lee.st ~0%- of the'. legal voter.a. lf the voters who ·are··1ntf)rest;ed ·can
not sectWe. _a ceI'tifi~-a.te .:('rom the .town clerk, there must be· sometbing 
wrong wit~ the _l;J.st of. ~l~ged voters who signed this petition. · · 

I am: re·turning ·:the· petitiqn and. Mr. Walker·' s le~.ter., so· that you · 
:may r equ.est turther oerti:f'ication- of the ~ames -and signatµres, ·to the ' 
ef.t'ect tb,at the list contains at· least :10% ·of the legal voters o-£ the 
t~wn of Allagash. · 

RWF:~ 
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ftalph W. !1;arri13 
Att?rney General 
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