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I , 
July 6, 1948 

To ·iohn B. Church, Superintendent. of Mainte~ance 
Re:. Gl~~ of Austin A. Towle, Winterport, Route 1. , . 

. . Refer.ring· to your_s of J\µ1e lOt'.q, -1~ which you enclosed a· 
claijn :fl-om: Austi,.n_A. Towle,. to.gether•witl;t peneil sketch.showing 
ooridi tions relating po -his claim:~ : . . · · ' 

' 
You sta_te· that Mr. '?owle contend~ .that bee·e.use of a plugged 

oul vert, h.a suf.f'er:ed. damage_ amoun,t:f,ng to $~25.. Hi!:! p; ace or busi'-
·. ness is on Route ;i. 1n Winterport,_ Maine. Yo°" also state that ·ac
cording to yow sketch ·-,o,g.·, eoriorete 'eu:-lvert empties, into·~ Qld 
stone. ~ain; fo~ the ma!nteD.ll,nca of which ·yo~ are not responsible; 
so far e._s you kl;low •. lfhi.s .. drain has been in existence for·:.a l'Ong ··. 
time- an~_-,ou do not know who.is reJponsible,tor maintenanee .thereof, ~ 
but it doef;l llO.t Sef;I~ to y~u that _it 1s a Stat~ responsib11.ity~ . 

• • • • : • I ' • 

In ·my opinion. the ·town is responsible tor building the· ·sewer ' ' 
throu.g~ the_ drain ~~ieh part1a1l1 Qbstructed the same ~d also.to~ 
allowing rubbish· t.o be dumped 01' to aoc;rwnulate, : causing water to · 
back up on· to Mr. 'Towl~•s property. I.f this sewer was -construeted · 
under the direction of th~ town by PWA. 9r WPA·f'unds~ the·town is 
liable. and .not the. State •. I' agree with the State Highwq Commis-· 
sion that the'Commi'ss1Qn 1~ not·re~ponsible .f~r the, same . and I 
wi,ll •not approve -settlement o:f s~e on,.'this basia.. · · 

,· . . . ' . . 
, • I , 

Any .mu.niotpali 1?Y ·'that cl:ia.ng~s ·.th~ cul.yarts o:t- · the ~ainage. 
laid oµt by the __ S1-ate Hi~way Commi_ssion. is _respo:p.~ible tor_ an-,_ 
-d~e occasioned thereby. If they_will not raioeateithis:sewer 
or relieve this condition, the.town will continue to be liable 
,for any· d~e sust,i1.n$d by property :owne~s a:f'ter. they· have been 
notified. of_ this condition. 
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Ralph W. Farris 
A.ttorn.ey. General 
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