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To John B. Church, Superintendent of Malntenance
Re: . Clglim of Austin A. prle, Winterport, Route 1.

. Referring. to yours of Jyne 10th, 4in which vou enclosed a
clalm from Austin A. ToWwle, together 'with pensil sketch.showing
coriditions relating to his eclaim:- . '

‘You state that Mr. Towle contends that becamse of a plugged
culvert, he suffered damege smounting te $225. His place of busi-
_ ; . Malne. You also stéte that me-
cording to your sketch your concrete culvert empties into an old
stone drain, fof the maintenance of which you are not responsible,
80 far as you know. ‘This drain Has Been in existence for a long: ]
time and you do not know who_ is responsible:for maintenance thersof,
but 1t does not séem to you that it is a Stabe responsibility.

'~ _In my opinion the town 1s résponsible for bullding the sewsr .
through the drain which partlially obstructed the same and also. for
allowing rubbish to be dumped or to accumulate,: causing water to -
back up on to Mr, Towlg's property. I{ thils sewer was.constructed
under the direction of the town by PWA or WPA' funds, the town is
liable. and not the State.. I agree with t he State Highwgy Commis- =
slon that the Commlssion 1s not responaible for the same and I ;
will mot approve settlement of seme on.this basis. ' ;
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Any mundcipality “that cﬁhngqs'the culverts or the drainage.
laid out by the Stafe Highway Commission 1s responsible for eny

"damage'occasionbd thereby. If they will not relecate ’this.sewer

or relleve this condltlon, the.town will continue to be llable
for any demage sustalined by property owners after they have heen
notified of this condition,

Ralph W. Farris
Attorney General
AP :e ' ‘



