MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE

The following document is provided by the
LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied

(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions)




This document is from the files of the Office of

the Maine Attorney General as transferred to

the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference
Library on January 19, 2022



April 28, 1948

To the Cgunty Cormissioners of Waldo County T
g

. Your letter of April 2Ist relating to the demand to provide
more vault and work space for the offlce of the Reglstry of Deeds

 duly received. . . You -ask my opinion as to your.authority as

County Commissiéners to make such chenges and to Allocate such .
space to the Clerk of Courts, Reglstry of Deeds and Reglstry of
Probate &8s in the judgment of the Gounty Gommissioners soems for
the best interests of the county. _ ’

. Under Chapter 79, R.S., especislly Section 16 of said chapter,
the County Commlssloners are requirad by law te provide and keep -
in repair a Court House with suitable rooms for the several county
offiees, especially fire-proof buildings of brick or stone for. the
safe keeping of .records and papens belonglrg to the offices of. the
Registers of Deeds and Probate, and the Clerk of Courts.

Therefore, in wy oplnion, you have full euthority to make
such changes as you vote. to'do in your diecretion. .

Our Suprems Court has decided that the Cbtnty Commnlsaloners:
are under duty to determine in advance, so far as practicable, :
the finsancial reguirements of the county amnd to provide necessary
funds end to contreol expenditures. The Board of County Commissioners

jexercise the - corperate ‘powers of the county and in' em enlarged -

sense they ares the Yzpresentative and guardian of the county, having
the management and contrél of 1ts property and financial interests .
end having origine) and exelusive jurisdiction over ell matters
pertainihg o county affairs.

‘Under Section 151 of chapter 79, 'the Gounty Gommissioners mey
employ coungel outside of the county attorney, 1f in thelr Judg-

ment the public interest so requlres, when, the officlal scts and

doings of the. County Commissioners’ may be ealled in Question.
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Rekph W. Farris
Attorney General



