
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



This document is from the files of the Office of 

the Maine Attorney General as transferred to 

the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference 

Library on January 19, 2022 



\ 

April 28 7 1948 

To the C9unty C'ommiss·1oners of. Waldo County 
''t:i .. 

You.r'letter or April llJt relating to the·demand.to provide 
more vault and· work. space· for· the ·otf'ice of ~he Registry of Deeds 

, duly zie-cei ved. • • You_ -ask my opinion as to -your. authority as 
County C~mmissioners to ni.alie such · change·s en.d to allocate • such . 
spac~ to-the Clerk of.OourtB• Registry of Deeds and Registry of 
ProQate as in t~e j~dgment:~t ~he ~ol,lllty_Co11Jl'.llissioners seems f'o~ 
th.e 'best interests ·of the county. - ~ ·. · , 

- Under Ch'1pter 79, R •. s., es-pecial-ly Seotion 16 of said ·chapt·er, 
the County Conuntssioners are requit~d by .law to provide and k$ep 
in repair. a· Cowt HC?use rl th_ suitable rqoms for the se·:veral county 
of,fiees, .especial·ly f~re-proof' bu~ldings of brick or stone i'or. th~ 
~afe·keeping of,records and paper.s'be1ongilig to the offices of. the 
Registers of D~eda_and Prob~te, arid the Clerk Qf Courts. 

. . . .. ~ 

'l'b.e;ref or~,. i;n .'tl!Y ·opini?n, .you hav~ ·•.full_ ·aut};lo·r,1 ty ~o ma.k;e 
su.oh change$ as 'you vote. to do in your discretion"• .-· . . .. . ' .. 

Our Supl,'1'em-e· Cqurt has _decided that the C"otm.ty· C6:mm.1ssioner,a: 1 
~-e undE!l" · duty·· to deter,min'e in. adv:anee, so far as· practicabl~, 
the f:j,nanc:l,a~· re.q,uirem~~ts of ·the co~i;;y and to provide necess~y 
fun-~s .and to control e~pendit~es. The Bo~d of County·Commissioners 

·, 

·: exerci~e'. t~e · ·corpor,te ·pc;,w~rs of the_ eo~ty arid in' fl?l e:p.larged · . , 
sense they ar·e the r.epres~ntative· and •gU:8.Pdi9I1: of the county, having 
th,e IJW?-9.~ament tUic;i · o~ntrol o·f its pro:perty · and financial i~t'e:c:-est$ . 
and havil:lg originai an~. exclusive jurisdiction ove~ all matters 
pertaining to county affairs.. . . . 

·under Section'l31 o:t' Chapter 79; •the c9unty Co:mmiesioners lll8.Y 
employ coun~el outside o:t' tlie cc;nmty attorti.ey, if in ~heir.· judg-

, .ment the public .inter.est s9. r,equire~, when~ the of:f'icial acts and 
··doings of. the. County Commissioners· may be cal.led 1n· ques-t;io.n. 

. . ,· . . . . 

I 

· Rel;ph W. Farris 
Attor~ey General 

.. 


