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, ~pril 28, 1948 

.... 

To Major Joseph F. Young, Deputy Chief, Maine State· Police· 
Re: Aceident Reporting. Law · 

I have your memo of Apr,11 27th. oonce~1ng the interpr~tat°lo_:q _ 
or paragraph 6 of Sections, Chap~er 396, P.L. 1945, ~hich pr.ovid~s 
for- the reporting_lrithin 48 hours of any accident resulting in an ·" · 
injury or- the _dea.th of any person or· 1Ii" property damage ' to . the es-ti:-­
m.a~ed amount of $50 or D,10re. You ask the·follQwing questions: · 

• I • • •• 

"l• Does th~s apply t~ one o~ aooi dehts· whe~ ~o ·oth~~ p~opertr, 
1s involved? Example. 'A' 1s ·operating his own .car on a ~ublio wa1. 
For some reason the car goes off the rqad over an embank:m,ent and 
damages_ . the car t~ the. extent; of t,200. 'A' is not 1njure_d ... he has 
c~used_ ;no other damage, other than. to :his own car." ·. ' · · 

, 

My ane11rer to :· Ques~io~ 1 is in the ·a!'t:trma.tive. If anyone :Ls in­
_jured o-r· d'eath results or the damase . to the. -vehicl~ from ~1lDl11ng· into.-! 
a ditch ·or other- e>·'bject 1.s beyo:c.d f50, the accident .should -be .;?'eport- ·,. 
·ed. One ·reason for ·this is that thee.a aoeident. r ·epor.ts -are far · the . ~·: 
pw·po~e. ·of. a stati~t-ioal ,ane.:I:ysi~ ~a 1or accident preve:q.tion pw:-posea, 
. . . . . . . . . . . ' " . . . .. . . .. ' . . -~ 

·"2. Does . the .estimated ameunt of $qO o:t-·m.o~e include -th& amount ,,:; 
or .~abor- cost to repair 1the, car. ~ample. 'A-1 has a new car. 'He G"9meS' ;, 
up behind_ a .tr-q.ek at a stop sign. 1B1 , .the .d.rtver _o.f ~he _t:ru~k, . b~oks.j 
his truck '\lP ip.stead of going ahe'-'d.1 damaging one fender beyond repai~ 
and will h~ve to be replaced ·with _a n:ew 'one. :·~ere 1a no d.amage_ ·to: ,tJ 
the truek. _-A new .fendei:- costs $40. It will cost $15 f'or._ ·labor· to re"'.' •:~1 
move the damaged · fender. and 1nsta;tl the new ~ne making a total CQSt . -:::, 
to ~epair-· the v~aicle, · 155." . - -. . · -J 

. . . ' . . . ~ 

· ·My answer ·to· Q,uestio~ 2 is ln the aff'irma:tive. If the cost of · .,_4 

replaoemen-c ·•is Qst~at&d at moi-e t~an $50, it should be ·ttepo.rted:. l / 
might add that· labor· is a ~-easure ot damage_s · in automobi'le . acciden·ta. -~ 

..... "3• . Do'es ·the· person whG leave.a a vehicle pro_perly '. parl(eci at _· a . 
curb on a ·publia ·street have to file ·-a wriiten -rep~:rt :when run ·into· .:", 
by another o~?- Example. 'A' is calling on friends mo live on State . .-. 
Streat in .Augus-ta .• His oar 1s_ :properly ~d legally parked. 'B' drj.~ • ':1 
ving his ·'Oar ~s into -- the car parked .by ?A', cau~ing_~ total ~~unt ~ 
or .dam.age of $300 •. ~ . · , · · · · · · 

I 

My answer to Question a .1s in the affirmative; :aa.'it wo~d be 
for .the pro~eotion of 'A' to file a .~epo~~, where 'B' ran into hiB 
parked ear 1. oau,.si~ damage of _$300~ Al;lothe~ reas~n :Ls, as· I stated 
in answering Question 1, that these aooi_dent repor·ts are used for ;, 
the purpose of . statistical analysis. It is my opinion that . the ;est~-~ 
lature intended that all accidents_, coming w1 thin the meaping of' · __ the -1

1
, 

sta.tute _shoul"d be reported. . :-

Ralph W. Farris . · j 
' At yorney Gener al · A ◄ 

R'NF~ c ' -~ ·-


